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To the Right Honourable 


Sir ROBERT VALPOLE, 


Firſt Commiſhoner of the Treaſury, Chancellor 

and Under-Treaſurer of the Exchequer ; One 

of His Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Coun- 

cil, and Knight of the moſt Noble Order of the 
Garter, 


8 JN, 

T Treatiſe of Trade in this Nation 
of ours, which flouriſhes, and 
Gy indeed ſubſiſts by it, cannot be 
0 properly inſcribed, as to one who bears, 
and has long borne, ſo eminent a Share in 
directing our National Counſels, and 
conſequently our National Commerce. 
or, no Man knows better than Yourlelt, 
that theſe two can never be ſeparated 
without fatal Effects; and that when- 
ver our Trade periſhes, ſo muſt our 
public Dignity and Strength. How 
much we are indebted to that of our 
Plantations, is generally eonfeſ'd, tho 

believe, not univerſally underſtood. 
This therefore is what I have under- 
taken to explain to my Countreymen, 
that they may clearly ice the vait Im- 
2ortance of our Colonies in Anierica, 
and, thro' a juſt Principle of Intereſt, 


AI 


The DEDICATION. 
as well as of Generoſity, be vigilant for 
their Preſervation and Encouragement. 

How well, Sir, You underſtand the In- 
tereſt of Vour Countrey in all its Parts, 
Ineed not declare, at leaſt Ido not chuſe 
this Place for declaring i it; and tis alike 
needleſs to mention how: much Your 
own Honour and Fortune, and conſe- 
quently all Your Views, are and muſt 
be connected with thoſe of the Public: 
Permit me however to ſay, that this is a 
Conſideration which will always be a 
Pledge for every able and wiſe Miniſter, 
that for his own Advantage and Glory, 
he muſt purſue the Intereſt of the whole, 

As Iam therefore well convinced how 
much You do of courſe intereſt yourſelf 
in the Condition and Demands of our 
Trade and Colonies, I do with the more 
Alacrity and Boldneſs preſent you the 
following Tract, and beg You to believe 
that Iam with very profound Reſpect, 

S I R, 
Your moſt humble 
moſt dutiful, and 
moſt obedient Servant, 
F. Hall, 
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Deſire in many Gentlemen of Figure and 
nſequence in this Kingdom, to be informed 
of the State of our Trade in general, As I 
have lived in America many Tears, as I have 
traded tomoſt of the Plates which I give any 
Account of, and have occaſionally been at 


] 5; for ſome Time obſerved an earneſt 


them all, except New-England , Hudfon's- 


Bay, and the Bay of Apalachy; I laid hold 
of all „e to inform myſelf of 
their Trade and Commerce, according to the 
beſt of my Capacity. Hence I perſuade myſelf, 
that it will not only be acceptable, but uſeful, 
to communicate to the Public what Knows- 
Wage ] have acquired relating to the Trade 


ij aud to our Plantations in America. 


J am apprehenſive that ſome Gentlemen in 
our Plantations may think the Trade and Im- 
portance of their reſpective Colonies under- 
valued. To ſuch I ſhall ſay, that after the 
moſt exact Enquiries I could make, I have 
done them all the Juſtice in my Pocher, and 
ſhall be ready on all Occaſions to refify any 


Errors or Miſtakes of mine, ſuch as a Work 


of this kind cannot but be liable to, It will 
appear to any unprejudiced Perſon, that 1 
could have no View but the Service of the 
Public, ſince all that is aimed at is to fſhew 


bow all our Plantations, Sugar Colonies as 
well 
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well as the Northern Provinces, may be of 
more Advantage to ns as well as themſelvet. 
This ] take to be a Matter of vaſt Concern. 
ment to this Nation. Of my own Perform- 
ance I ſhall fay nothing, only that what I 
have ſaid I have taken great Care ſhould be 
true; and that the State aud Intereſt of our 
Colonies, has never before been throughly 
repreſented, at leaſt in one View. 2 
This my Deſign will be anſwered, if I can 
but be inſtrumental in keeping up that Spirit 
of Enquiry into Trade and Commerce, which 
1 am pleaſed to ſee raiſed in ſo great a Part 
of our Legiſlature. From theſe Enquiries 
weare to hope and expe proper Regulations. 
There indeed always war a Neceſſity for 
looking into Trade, and perhaps never more 
than juſt now. We have long been running 
in Debt to Foreign Nations for thoſe things 
which by a little good Management we could 
produce in our own Dominzeons. Nor am 1 
without Hopes that ſome juſt Meaſures with 
ſoon be taken, ſuch as may reduce the Bal. 


dance of Accounts with Foreign Nations to 
be in our Favour. 


— 
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IMPORTANCE | 


OF THE 


BRITISH Prantations, GC. 


EREELOPLE and Riches are the 
true Strength of a Country; 
the firſt will increaſe by Liber - 
8 2 and the other by Trade. 
But as the Bounds of Liberty 
are exceeded, whenever it is 
put in the Power of one or more of a So- 
ciety to act to the Damage or Detriment of 
that Society with Impunity; ſo Trade, 
which ought to be general and free to all, 
certainly may, and ought to be reſtrained, 
wherever it is found injurious or diſadvan- 
tageous to the Society in general. Hence 
ariſes the Neceſlity of Laws for the Regu- 
WF, 1 lation 
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lation of Trade and Commerce; for re- 
ſtraining and prohibiting what is deſtructive, 
and enlarging and increaſing what is gainful 
and neceſſary. | WS 
For Example, if it can be proved that 


with moſt of thoſe Nations in Zurope which | 


lye due Eaſt from any Part of this Kingdom 
of Great Britain, or to the Northward, 
the Ballance of Trade is againſt us, and hath 


been many Years; will it not be allowed 


highly reaſonable to diſcourage ſuch Parts 
or Branches of it, as are not abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary? 

Firſt I ſhall explain what I mean by the 
Ballance of Trade, then ſhew in ſome In- 
{tances wherein that Ballance is againſt us at 
preſent; and offer ſome Propoſals for the 
diſcouraging thoſe Branches of Trade with 
them which are moſt detrimental to us, and 
farther ſhew, that moſt of thoſe Things 
which are abſolutely neceſlary for us as a 
trading Nation, may be produced within 
our own Dominions at a leſs Expence than 
we purchaſe them from Foreigners, to the 
Increaſe of our own Shipping and Navigati- 


on, and the Employment of more Manu- 


facturers in this Kingdom. 
Firſt, the Ballance of Trade may be eſti- 


mated thus. Admit we take from any, or 
all of theſe Nations, Goods, Wares, and 


Merchandize, to a greater Value than ny | 
| IRE 
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do of ours, the Difference is the Ballance 
of that Trade, and muſt be paid in Caſh. 
Vet it is poſſible for us to import from a 
Country Goods to a greater Value than our 
Exports, and be Gainers of near the whole 
ifference, where thoſe Goods are for Ex- 
portation, and the Navigation out and home 
was in our Shipping; for in this Caſe 
Freight, Sc. is charged upon the Imports, 
but was all ſaved or got by our own People. 
And this is the Caſe with all our Plantations, 
as for Example in Virginia or Maryland, 
eight Shillings Worth of Goods exported 
will purchaſe 1oo Pounds of Tobacco, which 
at Importation is valued at 16s. and 8 d. and 
if half of that Quantity is exported, by which 
we receive or fatisfy where we owed 8s. 
4d. it will appear we have gained near 
that Sum; but if in Virginia we ſhould re- 
ceive Tobacco, or other Goods to a greater 
Value than they did of ours, the Ballance or 
Difference mult be paid them in Caſh ; and 
ſo much At or Ballance they would 
really have by us, notwithſtanding we, by 
being Carriers and Merchants, might ſave 
or gain that Way more than that Difference. 
ithout underſtanding and conlidering 
theſe Things —_— it will be alm 
impoſſible to avoid Confuſion and Perplexi- 
ty on this Subject; and whoever is 1gno- 
rant of this, is not only liable to be impo- 
ſed on by deſigning Men, but is alſo inca- 
= -- pable 


(4) 
pable of diſtinguiſhing between thoſe 
Trades which bring in and carry out 
. Riches. | 12 
We will ſuppoſe 75 Hundred of Deals 
imported from Norway in an Engliſh Ship, 
Value here 660 Pounds, the Computation thus: 


‚ 1. d. 
Prime Coſt. — 413 03 o 
Cuſtom and Bill- Money, &c. ogo oo © 
Freight, — — 145 oo o 


Lighterage and Porterage, Sc. or 17 © 


—  — —  — — 


— — 


— 


660 00 0 


— —— » 


It is apparent Norway can have received 
but 4137. 3s. the other 246/. 175. is ei- 
ther ſaved or got by our Shipping, Sc. but 
if the ſame Goods had been imported by a 
Daniſh Ship, we had paid the Freight over 
and above, which is more than one third of 
the firſt Coſt; hence appears the Reaſona- 
bleneſs of employing our own Shipping be- 
fore any other. For if Norway have ſo great 
a Ballance upon us, as Mr. Gee ſeems ro 

think they have, viz. 130000 J. per An- 
num, though I cannot but be of Opini- 
on it is more than that Sum, we might 
fave at leaſt 6000 J. (which is near the 
Freight we annually pay 3 employ- 
ing our own Shipping only. How this is 5 
N e 
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be done J ſhall not take upon me to direct; 
but ſurely we ought not to be afraid of diſ- 
obliging a People, who, if they were to be 
hindered or prohibited importing their 
Lumber here in their Ships, would at leaft 
have a Balance upon us of 124,000 J. Eſpe- 
cially when we conſider we can have all 
thoſe Things from our own Dominions, e- 
— in Goodneſs and nearly as cheap, as we 
nd already by many Sorts of Lumber 
which they ſupply us with, to the Increaſe 
of our Shipping and Navigation. 
It is a certain Truth that we might be 
Gainers by taking all our Lumber from our 
own Plantations, tho' the Freight of Tuch 
Lumber (which 1s all paid here, and to our 
own People) were equal to the firſt Colt in 
Norway ; for the Purchaſe of many Sorts of 
Lumber in New-England may be had for one 
fourth Part (firſt Coſt in Goods) that we now 
have them from Norway for. And in the Caſe 
of our own Plantations and Shipping we do 
not advance-one Penny inCaſh ; for whatever 
is ſent abroad is our own Produce and Manu- 
facture, whereas in the other Caſe'tis thought 
that at leaſt more than one third of the 
Whole is paid in Caſh: In ſhort, whatever 
we have from our own Plantations coſts us 
nothing, but the Labour of manufacturing 
Goods for them, and that of bringing theirs 
here, while to other Countries we are weak 
enough to continue paying thoſe very Su ar 


(6 


of Money which we get from thoſe Planta - 


tions. tur 

I ſhould be glad to have a Reaſon given 
why we ſhould thus pay ſuch prodigious 
Sums annually, as we do to our Eaſt Coun- 
trey Neighbours. Are we not a powerful 


People upon a fine Iſland? Is there a Mari - 


time Power on the Globe that we need to 
fear, while we mind our Trade and Plan- 
tations, which are perhaps the greateſt 
Nurſeries for Sailors in the World, and by 
far the greateſt of any other Powers in Eu- 
& ah Doth not the Strength and Security 
of our Iſland depend principally on our 
Shipping, and thoſe brave Fellows who man 
them? If the Encouragement of theſe be at- 
tended to, we cannot miſs of being ſafe 
and happy; but if we negle& our Plantati- 
ons and Trade, if we let other Nations ſup- 
ply thoſe Markets which we uſed to ſup- 
ply, then in Proportion to their Increaſe 
and Induſtry, and our own Indolence and 
Neglect, we ſhall become juſt in the ſame 
State that the Spaniards are in upon Hiſpa- 
niola; that is, liable to be beaten quite out 
on any Rupture between the Crowns. 

The next thing which I propoſe, is to 
diſcourage the Importation, at leaſt the 


Wear and Uſe, of the following Commo- 


dities, from thoſe Countries where it is al- 
lowed we pay ſo great a Ballance, vix. Bran- 
dy, Lace, Linnens of all ſorts, even coarſe 

as 
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as well as Holland, Cambrick , and Cam- 
brick-Lawns; likewiſe Brocades, Velvets, 
and all manufactured Silks; alſo Iron, Cop- 
per, Hemp, Flax and Pot-Aſh. 

Inftead of Brandy, which coſts us about 
2.8. 6d. per Gallon, let us encourage Rum 
from our own Plantations, where it never 
did coſt one quarter part in Value, and that 
paid out of our own Manufacture too. Why 
of late Years Brandy imported from Dun- 
kirk, is not as certainly French Brandy, as 
Wine imported thence is French Wine, I 
ſhould be glad to be informed. Whoever 
thinks that permitting the Importation of 
ſuch Brandy here , will contribute to the 
Deſtrution or Demolition of Dunkirk 
(which is certainly the Deſire of every Ex- 
gliſhman) is as much, or more, miſtaken, 
than thoſe Engineers who began at the 
wrong End to demoliſh the Works of that 
Place, and left the Foundations of the Pier 
Heads unſhaken and unremoved: They 
might as well have been untouched in effect; 
for the Foundations alone, above and before 


all other things, ſhould have been at firſt 


deſtroyed; for had thoſe been blown up, 
they could not make a Harbour in ſo few 
Years, as they can now in Days. He who 
doth not know this, and that they might 
ſluice their back Waters everlaſtingly with- 
out Effect, if there was not that Confine- + 
ment, knows little of thoſe Affairs; Oy | 

that 
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that did know the Conſequence of leaving 
thoſe Foundations there, when it was in his 
Power to remove them, what doth he de- 
ſerve? . | e 
He who hath ever ſeen any of our wet 
Docks, or taken any notice of the Water- 
Works at Chelſſea, mult have obſerved, that a 
Channel is always formed bythe Water which 
was kept up, and let run upon the Banks of 
the River, on the Tide's being out; and this 
will as conſtantly keep a Channel in ſuch Pla- 
ces, as the Cauſe continues, and it is as true 
that whenever that is diſcontinued, it will 
grow up again. | = 

Now where it is required to make ſuch a 
Channel on Sea-Coalts, where, by the violent 
and different Agitations of Waves and Wind, 
that Place is ſubject to be filled up, or alte- 
red, and made otherways ſo irregular, by 
the Sands being thrown up in different, and 
often unexpected Places, that ſuch Place is 
rendered ineffectual: There will always a- 
riſe the Neceſſity of Pier-Heads, or as the 
French call them yet d' eaux, which are gene- 
rally Stone Walls of ſufficient Solidity to re- 
ſiſt the Forcè of the Waves, built out from 
the Land, parallel one to the other; and in 
Places where the Foundation is not good, 
they are under the Neceſſity of driving Piles, 
which are of pretty large Timber (frequent- 
ly as large as any about Fulham Bridge) as 
near one another as poſſible, to make a ſuf- 
I . ficient 


(9) 
ficient Houndation. Hence the vaſt; La- 
bour and Expence of ſuch Works; but 
where Stone is not ſo eaſily procured, it is 
uſual ro carry out the Pier or Jetty Heads 
with ſach fort of Work as the ſaid Bridge. 
The-Breadth and Length of the Channel 
is always proportioned to the Deſign: For if 
it be made broad, there requires a propor- 
tionable Quantity of Water more, to ſcour 
and drive away whatever {ſettles or lodges 
in it: And in proportion to the length 125 
wiſe, the Velocity and Force of the Water 
is abated; but that will be always in pro- 
ortion to the Quantity let run. Hence the 
eaſonableneſs and Uſe of preſerving great 
Quantities of Back Water, and command- 
ng a great number of Sluices for ſuch De- 
10 | * 

we = in all Places where the Foundations 
are good, and the Back Waters ſufficient, - 
that Channel will be very eaſily and very ſoon 
ſcoured; and the Superſtructure (which is 
principally for directing to and ſhewing the 
Channel, when theWaters are up, and for the 
Convenience of People's aſſiſting all Veſſels 
going in and out) may be ſoon raiſed, and 

at a {mall Charge. 
As the Water Works at Che//ea have been 
mentioned, I take leave to ſay, That from 
the firſt they ſhould have had at feweſt three, if 
not four Baſons, or Receivers, for their Wa- 
ter from one of which the Water, after it was 
C ſettled 


RY 
ſettled, ſhould have been ſent to their Re- 
ſervoirs, and they would all have ſerved to 
clean each other. If this had been foreſeen 
(as 'tis wonderful it was not) in the firſt De. 
ſign, theſe Conveniencies had been gained 
for no more Expence, than they were at to 
bring it to what it was laſt Year; and all 
that Charge and needleſs Trouble of ſend- 
ing Men in to clean out the Mud, would 
have been prevented. * 

As it is a ſmall Expence, no doubt from 
this Hint the Gentlemen concerned will 
think worth while to go about it; and I can 
aſſure them, the ſooner the better; for their 
Reſervoirs, Sc. will ſoon look like Tower 
Ditch if they do not. This Digreſſion I 
could not avoid; but I hope it will be excu- 
ſed, conſidering the Importance of the Place 
which gave Occaſion to it: A Place imper- 
fectly, if not fraudulently, demoliſhed at 
firſt, and therefore too eaſily reſtored not 
long after: A Misfortune that has ſince pro- 
duced much Uneaſineſs and many Clamours, 
which unjuſtly fell upon thoſe who were no 
ways chargeable with the firſt and fatal O- 
verſight. But to return, | 

Inſtead of the vaſt quantities of Linnens, 
Cambricks, Brocades, Sc. let us make uſe 
of Callicoes, Muſlins and India Silks, as we 
uſed to do; which did never coſt us half 
the Price, nor indeed did they ever coft 
the Kingdom half of that half. But if a ge 

ner 
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neral Allowance of the Zaft India Silks, Sc. 
ſhall be thought to diſcourage the Silk Ma- 
nufacture, why ſhall we ſuffer Silks from 
thoſe Places, where we are obliged to give 
at leaſt two Yards of India for one of equal 
Goodneſs, of their Manufacture? 

I am perſuaded there is not at this time 
one Man of Senſe and Obſervation, who 
wants to be convinced of our Weakneſs in 
prohibiting the Wear of Faun Callicoes, 
and, I may ſay too, of Muſlins; for Fa- 


ſhion as effectually does one, as an Act of 


Parliament the other. Will any one ſay there 


is a Vard of Woollen worn the more for 


ſuch Prohibition? Is there a Wench above 
Sixteen who does not find herſelf more ac- 
ceptable to others when ſhe looks clean, 
than when ſhe is obliged to wear W oollen, 
which never looks ſo clean; or when dirty, 
can it ſo eaſily be made clean? Are there not 


as many printed Gowns worn as before? Is 


that Prohibition attended with any other 
Conſequence than importing Linnen inſtead 
of Callico, from thoſe Countries to whom 
we give near T'wo Yards of a Commodity 
of equal Goodneſs for one? And whom do 
we employ by this? Why, generally, Peo- 
ple who are ſo civil as to prohibit the Im- 
portation of our Woollen Manufacture a- 
mong them. | ; 
The AA to remedy this, will be to la 
on ſuch a Duty on imported Linnen, whic 
” 7. WG n 
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ſhall be worn here, as to encourage that Ma- 
nufacture among ourſelves. And if the Du- 
ty, Sc. which was upon India Goods be not 
ſutkcient to prevent their vaſt Confumption 
here; and if thereby our own Manufactures 
ſhall be diſcouraged, let us advance and in- 
| creaſe the Duties on India Goods to a pro- 
ortionate Degree, that thoſe who are ſo 
Fond of foreign Manufacture may pay toward 
the Support of our own Government only; 
and not to the Employment and Support of 
a People who have enriched themſelves by 
our Follies, more than their own Induftry, 
tho' that is very great.  _ | 
Don't we by prohibiting Callicoes , Ge. 
which paid 30 per Cent Duty, as plainly give 
that Duty to thoſe we buy rhe Linnens from, 
as if by giving them half a Crown for 2 s. we 
ſhould give 64? | 
But ſay ſome People, Do you think they 
will take your India Goods, if you don't 
take theirs? No, not in equal Quantities per- 
haps, as juſt now they do, but is it not ma- 
- nifeſt we ſhall gain juſt in proportion to the 
Quantity of Callicoes, Sc. which we uſe here 
inſtead of their Linnen. N 
For Example, Suppoſe A goes into a Dra- 
127 Shop, he is ſhew'd a Piece of Eaſtern 
innen, for which he is aſk'd 115. 6 4. he 
{ces a Piece of Callico equal in Goodneſs and 
Quantity, for which he is aſk'd no more: 
The Callico has paid Duty 4s. 44. the Lin- 
nen 
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nen but 1 5. 14. and he purchaſes both; pray 
which has the Government got molt by? 

Let us ſuppoſe 100 pounds worth of theſe 
Callicoes were to be exported to Holland, 
the Drawback will amount to 30 pounds at 
leaſt; ſo that Hollaud becomes indebred to 
us but 70/. for which they ſend us Lin- 
nen, which at Importation pays the Go- 
vernment 9 /. 11s. 8 d. Will not this make it 
appear we have loſt the whole Difference, 
viz. 20 J. 8 s. 4d. which the Dutch have ac- 
tually gained in the lame Qoantity of a Com- 
modity equal in Goodnefs”? _ 8 


Does any one think that Countries which tit 
manufacture Linnens, &c. ſo exquilitely, 1 
would prefer the Goods of India, but for 1 
Cheapneſs? The India Company neither "dil 

gain nor loſe by this ; bat is it not plain the 1 
ingdom hath loſt as much Cloth as the Dif- 1 
ference? Doth it not appear plain that to "Wi 
put the like Quantity of Cloth in its Place, 1 
it will coſt us 207. 8s. 4d. more? It would 10 
be altogether as reaſonable to give them 20 10 
per Cent. to carry back their own Linnen; iſh 
and much more for the Intereſt of our King- 1 
dom to give a Bounty of 20 per Cent upon 14 
all our own Linnen Manufactures. 14 
If with regard to our own Manufactures ö 
we ſhould lay a higher Duty both upon Ja- 11 
dia Silks. and Callicoes, Sc. than there ever 18 | 
was, and tolerate them, and they ſhould af- | 
terward be worn, would not the Govern- = | 
ment vi 
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ment get or ſave ſo much as the Duty or 
Difference at leaſt? One would think ſuch 
a Nation as ours ſhould not want to be told 
their Intereſt, or that, when told it, they 
would not delay to purſue it. 

It is notorious that our ownPlantations have 
not taken, in any degree of Compariſon, ſo 
much of our Woollen Manufacture as they 
did before our prohibiting the Wear of 
printed Callicoes, and other Iadia Goods, 
and they would be weak not to do as they 
do, ſince it is their Intereſt, 


It is in the Power of a Family, nay of 


two illuſtrious Perſonages, to fave this King- 
dom ſome Hundred Thouſands a Year by 


their Example in Dreſs only; an Exam- 


ple which they will undoubtedly ſer, as ſoon 
as they are apprized what prodigious Advan- 
tages the Publick will reap from it. The 
greateſt Princes have gloried in being cloath- 
ed with the Manufactures of their own 
Kingdoms: For Inſtance, Queen El:zaberh, 
Harry the IV** of France, the great Czar of 
Muſcovy, and Lewis the XIV of France, 
who were all remarkable Encouragers of 
Trade and Manufactures. I am informed 


that even in fabricating the French Foppe- 


ries of Laces, Brocades, Ribbands and Vel- 
vets, we are little inferior to any People ; 
and if I knew of any who exceeded us in 
manufacturing any of the moſt rational and 


manly Parts of our Apparel, I ſhould be 


glad 
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glad to mention them for Imitation. If this 
be our Caſe, as it certainly is,- what ſhall 
we think of thoſe who ſeem to place a Plea- 
ſure in, and give ſuch a vaſt Preference to 
every Thing foreign, tho' no better in Re- 
ality than our own. This ſurely is the Ef- 
fect of Weakneſs and Folly; and therefore 
ought, by the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature, 
to be reſtrained ; for I will not ſuppoſe that 
any of theſe Petits Maitres can have any 
real Deſign to diſtreſs us, or that they are 
in a Plot againſt us; tho”, ſhould their Num- 
ber increaſe, of which there ſeems ſome 
Danger, they might be above Controul. 

When my Lord Portland was Ambaſſa- 
dor in France, the Gentlemen in his Reti- 
nue, who were pethaps as ſignal for their 
Birth, Quality and Number, as any that 
ever did Honour to an Embaſly, according 
to my Lord's Example, were dreſſed in 

lain Engliſb Cloth, without any Lace or 
,mbroidery. The King was ſo much taken 
with that Sight, that he ſpoke to his Court 
to this Effect; When J look on thoſe Eu- 
« gliſh Men, I admire and am pleaſed with 
« the Elegance and Politeneſs of their 
„ Dreſs; tho' young Men, they appear with 
« the Dignity of Senators, while many a- 
« bout me ſeem to affect to look like Pe- 
« tzts Maitres, + 22 800 
I am well informed that this had ſuch 
Effect, that even to his Death his 3 
avou- 
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Favourites and Minilters, as alſo the Princes 
of the Blood, became ſignal for their plain 
Dreſs; and, by his Example, came to pre- 

fer their own Manufactures to all others. 
That Prince eſtabliſhed and encouraged 
many, even againſt the Inclinations of 
his People; witneſs his many ſucceſſive 
Edicts againſt Mullins, viz. Aug. 9, 1709z 
April 28, 1710; March 29, 1712; June 
II, 1714; though all without Effect, till 
his own Example influenced his Court, 
and that of the Court his whole Kingdom: 

And I wiſh I could ſay, that Example had 
not influenced us to fall into the wearingof 

what they wore, vig. their Lawns and Cam- 
bricks, inſtead of our own Muſlins. 

How prepoſterouſly do we ape the Freuch 
in all Things, even in their Arts, to conceal 

Defects and ill Shapes, which we have not, 
or are not remarkable for? That Voke of 
black Ribband round the Neck, no doubt, 
was invented to conceal a Crane, or Gooſe - 
Neck; the Waſte of the Coat was ſhorten- 

ed, no doubt, to conceal ill-ſhaped Hips: 

And becauſe a Frenchman wants a proper 

Breadth at the Breaſt and Shoulders, we 

muſt pinch and ſqueeze in ours, while in 

all, or moſt Things wherein they are wor- 
thy of Imitation, we either overlook, neg- 

lect, or _— them. "3 00 

We need not long be under the Neceſſi- 

ty of being beholden to theſe Countries 

7 | where 
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where it is allowed we pay ſuch prodigious 
Sums annually for Copper, Iron, Hemp, 
Flax, and Pot-Aſh. A very little Encou- 
ragement by a ſmall Bounty for a few Years 
will put our own People in the Plantations, 
on producing us Hemp and Flax ſufficient 
for our Uſe. 'There is no Part of the Globe 
fitter than Carolina, Virginia, Penſiluauia, 
Sc. are; yet they have been neglected, no 
one, ſo far as ever I have been informed, 
offering the leaſt Aſſiſtance to them for ma- 
ny Years paſt. It is true, they have at- 
tempted the Production of Hemp and Flax; 
in both they have ſucceeded; but whether 
they thoroughly underſtand the proper 
Ways of curing and dreſſing them is doubt- 
ed, becauſe they have ſent here to requeſt 
their Friends to procure for them, if poſſi- 


ble, ſome People of Skill in thoſe Affairs, 


from the Countreys where ſuch Commodi- 
ties are beſt underſtood and produced. 

Surely Affairs of this Conſequence ſhould 
be worth the Notice, even of the Govern- 
ment, and fit Perſons ſhould be ſent over 


at the publick Charge to inſtruct our Peo - 


ple there, in the Produce of all thoſe Things 
which may be for our Ad vantage, and ma- 
king them more dependent on us. Th 
making of Pitch and Tar was often thought 
impracticable, though now we know where 
to be ſupplied with thoſe two Neceſ- 
ſaries, at a leſs Price than the Danes and 

D Swedes 


'The 
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Sweder made us pay, before that Arr was 
mi i THetnas 
The Production of Rice in Carolina, 
Which is of ſuch prodigious Advantage, was 
Owing to the following Accident. A Bri- 
gantine from the Ifland Madagaſtar hap- 
ned to put in there; they had a little 
eced Rice left, not exceeding a Peck, or 
Quarter of a Buſhel, which the Captain of- 
fered; and gave to a Gentleman of the 
Name of Hoodward. From Part of this he 
had a very good Crop, but was ignorant 
for ſome Years how to clean it. It was 
ſoon diſperſed over the Province; and by 
frequent Experiments and Obſervations they 
found our Ways of producing and manu- 
facturing it to ſo great Perfection, that it is 
thought: it exceeds any other in Value. 
The Writer of this hath ſeen the ſaid Cap- 
tain in Caroliua, where he received a hand- 


eported that Mr. Du Bois, 
Ea India Company, did 
ſend to that Countrey a ſmall Bag of Seed - 
Rice ſome ſhort Time' after, from whence 
it is reaſonable enough to ſuppoſe might 
come thoſe two Sorts of that Commodity, 

one called Red Rice in Contradiſtinction to 
the White, from the Red neſs of the . 
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Huſk or Rind of this Sort, tho' they both 
clean, and become white altke. | 

'The Charge of procuring. ak ſending 
over proper Perſons to inſtruct our own 
People there in making Pot Aſh, producing 
and managing the Hemp and Flax fit for 
Shipping Home, I could heartily wiſh might 
not be longer delayed. And on this Oc- 
caſion I will take He Liberty to recom- 
mend the ſending ſome Perſons of Skill and 
Capacity to the Eaf? Indies, Sc. to ſupply 
our own, Plantations with the moſt valua- 
ble of their Plants. There is nothing can 
ow: in- * Climate which ſome of our 

lantations is nat very capable of produ- 
eing. Perhaps Doctor Radclifs travellin 
Phyſician could not be better employed. 
The Charge to the Government will be in- 
conſi la the Advantage of the higheſt 
Conſequence. In a few Years they may be 
capable of ſupplying us 8 all we Want, 
not only for the carrying on of gur Manu- 
factures for all Sorts of nava s which 
are as ahſolutely neceſſary forthis Kingdom, 
as Food for the natural 

By this Means the people in che Planta - 
tions will employ a much greater Number 
of Hands here, a greater Number of Ships 
and Sailors will be employed in that Trade, 
than are at preſent to Ruſſia. Mr. Mun in 
his Diſcourſe entitled, England Treaſare 
by For eig Trade, 170 36 than whom no 


One 
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one ſince ſeems to have underſtood Trade 
better, ſays: © But where the Voyages are 
« ſhort, and the Wares rich, which there- 
“ fore will not employ much Shipping, the 
« Profit will be far leſs*. Beſides, the 
Wear and Tear of both Ships and Men 
will be conſtantly ſupplied from our own 
Materials and Manufacture; whereas it is 
now the conſtant Practice of all Ships and 
People in the Eaſt Countrey and Ruſſia 
Trades to be ſupplied, the Ships with Sails, 
Cordage, oftentimes Anchors and Proviſi- 
ons, and themſelves with Linnen and other 
Apparel of Foreign Manufacture, which 
never paid us any Duty, 'and for which 
there are frequently Bills drawn. Theſe 
Practices have been conſiderable in the Bal- 
lance againſt us, and yet cannot properly 
be brought into the Account of Imports. 
By this Means the Linnen Manufacture 
may be improved here by having, perhaps, 
the fineſt Flax in the World imported; our 
Sail-Cloth Manufacture may be more encou- 
raged; and, in Caſe of any Diſturbances a- 
mong the Northern Powers, we may be 
ſure of a Supply of naval Stores, which we 
have not always been, without large Con- 
ceſſions to ſome of thoſe People, who, if 
they had known their Intereſt, would not 
have forced us on producing ſo great a 
Part, as we already are perfect in. 2 55 
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I will take Leave in this Place to offer 
what appears reaſonable for taking off all 
Duties and Cuſtoms from Bar and Pig Iron, 
and Copper, of the Produce of our Ameri- 
can Plantations. Firſt we ſhall have the 
manufacturing of it into Utenſils for them, 
and by that Means gain at leaſt three Quar- 
ter Parts of the Whole by our own La- 
bour, beſide the Freight of our Ships out 
and home. It is obvious this can coſt us 
nothing, and we are ſure to be Gainers by 
our Shipping and Labour. W hat Iron and 
Copper we take from the Eaſt, it is allow- 
ed we pay Money for, which never returns 
in any Shape. Here if the Imports in Iron 
and Copper ſhould exceed the Exports in 
the Iron and Copper Manufacture, ſome 
other of our Manufactures muſt ballance the 
Account; not a Penny in Money or Bill, 
which is generally equally the ſame. - 

We now get from 30 to 40 or 50 per 
Cent. upon wrought Iron and Copper, car- 
ried hence to our Plantations; what will be 
the Conſequence, if they are allowed to go 
on with thoſe Manufactures? And yet it 
would be very ſevere to reſtrain them, and 
make them pay Aliens Duties. Shall nor 
we loſe thoſe very Advantages we now 
have by our Plantations; which will be 
proved in this Diſcourſe to be the moſt va- 
luable we are poſſeſſed of, as well as the 
moſt certain Means of increaſing our Rich. 

| es? 
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es? Will it not appear much more reaſon - 
ble to make them produce all the rough 
n we want, and which they are 
certainly capable of. This alone, ſo long 
as the Navigation Act ſubſiſts, would effe, 
ctually keep them dependent on us; tis their 
Intereſt, tis what they deſire; tis the Hap» 
pineſs of Great Britain it ſhould be ſo, and 
the Meaſures here laid down would for ever 
keep them ſo. They are Brztons, or the 
Deſcendants of ſuch ; they are as uſeful and 
loyal Subjects as any other, they deſerve the 
ſame Eſteem with the reſt of his Majeſty's 
Subjects: And it is not to be doubted, but 
that, whenever theſe Affairs come to be con- 
ſidered, they will be regarded. All Matters 
relating to them in Parliament deſerve a 
particular Notice, as they have no Repre; 
ſentatives there: Let they are bound and 
determined by their Acts, and, I am perſua- 
ded, think themſelves ſafer by being ſo ſub- 
ject, than to any other Power. or Authority 
whatever. Thoſe who are in any Degree 
jealous leſt the Plantations ſhould throw off 
their Subjection to us (if any ſuch there be 
in Reality) muſt be extremely ignorant of 
the diflerent Intereſts of the ſeveral Govern- 
ments there, which alone is ſufficient. to 
keep them divided; but there is not the 
leaſt Reaſon to expect they will ſeek or de- 
lire Change, while they are treated like 
Britons, To whom will they apply for 
| . more 
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more Liberty and Property? And for ſuch 
as have inſinuated thoſe as their Apprehen- 
fions, and at the fame Time have been ac- 
quainted with thoſe Countreys, it will be 
found upon Enquiry, that they have beer 
ſuch as, by their unreafonable Demands, have 
made the People of thoſe Countreys fenh- 
ble, that they have preferred their own-pri- 
vate Intereſt to other Confiderations 
whatſoever. „. 7 

Such Perſons have been juſtly deſpiſed 
and neglected by them; and ſuch general- 
ly, if not always, thoſe have been who re- 
preſented the Colonies, or our People in 
America, either as diſaffected, or inclina- 
ble to ſet up for themſelves. The Writer of 
this hath lived and traded above fourteen 
Years in thoſe Parts, and ſincerely wiſhes 
that Diſaffection and general Diſcontent may 


never appear among his Majeſty's Subjects 


there, or in theſe Kingdoms. But if ſuch 


Things ſhould happen, which God forbid, ' 

perſuaded that the People in our 

Plantations (eſpecially where there are few 
4 be the laſt of all his 


he 1s 


or no Clergy) woul 
Majefty's Subjects to be deſervedly charged 
with either. Many of them who have gone 
from hence thither, are too fenfible of the 


Bleſſings of Liberty, andthe Privileges they 
enjoy above other Nations, to defire a 
; ſuch Men as travel are not fo ea - 
fily deceived and impoſed on, as thoſe who 

| are 
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are always under the Influence of falſe 
Teachers; they ſee where hireling Prieſts 
thrive, the Laity are wretched; they ſoon 
ſee what Government is, though in Mini- 
ature ; they grow in Love with our own 
Conſtitution, and hate and deſpiſe none but 
its Enemies; in Proportion to their Num- 
bers, they are perhaps as knowing as any, 
and as jealous of their Rights. Hence by 
wicked Governors they have been repre- 
ſented as factious and ſeditious ; and by hire- 
ling Prieſts, as People of fanatical and anti- 
monarchical Principles. Theſe have been 
their greateſt Enemies, and none but theſe, 
and ſuch as theſe, would be Enemies to an in- 
duſtrious, faithful, frugal, loyal, orderly and 
brave People, as, without Compliment, we 
may truly ſay moſt of them are. 

Spain may juſtly boaſt of Poſſeſſions in 
the Indies, for their Extent and natural Lux- 
uriancy, exceeding thoſe of all the Princes 
in Europe, or perhaps in the whole World; 
their Mines too of Gold as well as Silver there, 
have afforded them ſuch Quantities of each, 
that if it were not obvious to our Senſes, it 
would appear incredible, when we pronoun- 
ced any other Nation rich or powerful in 
Compariſon of them. Bel 
But what Effects have theſe Advantages 
had on that People? Why, the ſame that 
they will always have upon any People in 
the like Circumſtances. 'The Prieſts nga 

| made 
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made the People zealous and very ſuperſti- 
tious, and ſuch vaſt Wealth made them ſu- 
pine, indolent, careleſs and inactive. No- 
thing but the Church was now to be 158105 
ed, all other Conſiderations were poſtpon'd ; 
the Service of the Church and of God, they 
were taught to believe to be one and the 
ſame; Prieſts increaſed, as Prieſts ever will 
where Money is to be got by their Trade, 
and they are not limited by the Civil Power. 
In juſt proportion to the Numbers and Er — 
ury of the Clergy, in all parts of the! rk 
generally, and of all Parts, without Exception, 
where the Chriſtian Clergy are, the People or 
Laity are induſtrious and chearful, or lazy 
and ſtupid; wealthy and wiſe, or poor and 
ignorant; of generous humane Diſpoſitions, 
or narrow bigotted Conceptions. «© Where 
6 the Clergy proſper molt, that People are 
* moſt wretched, and to ſuch Proſperity 
« ſuch Wretchedneſs is owing.” From 
hence we may be able to account for the 
mean Figure thoſe People have made under 
Advantages ſuch as no other People can 
boaſt of. 3 | | 

Hence. may be perceived the Excellence 
of our Oeconomy and Government, that in 
Climes leſs temperate and kind, on Lands 
leſs luxuriant and fruitful , unacquainted 
with Mines of Gold or Silver, our own Peo- 
ple enjoy more Happineſs and Pleaſures, are 
comparatively more wealthy, are juſtly e- 

* ſteemed 
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ſteemed more conſiderable, their Produc- 
tions from their Labour infinitely more valu- 
able, and their Trade more beneficial to 
their Native Kingdom , as well as them- 
ſelves. 

In purſuance of my Deſign, I ſhall conſi- 
der the Advantages which we receive from 
our Sugar Iſlands; and firſt I ſhall begin with 


Barbadoes. 


F what Conſequence the Iſland of Bar- 
badoes is to this Kingdom, might in a 

great meaſure be eſtimated from the Amount 
of the 4 per Cent. on their Sugars only, which 
Sum hath amounted many Vears to upwards 
of 10,000 J. a Year, as I have been informed. 
And the vaſt Ad vantage it is of to this King- 
dom will farther appear, when we conſider 
the numbers of People which are conſtantly 
employed for the ſupplying of that Iſland 
with almoſt all ſorts of our own Manufac- 
tures: And if it be farther conſidered and 
allowed that not leſs than x000 of our own 
Seamen are conſtantly employed, on account 
of that Iſland only; at a Iime too when 
200 Tons of Craft, or Shipping, do not re- 
quire above 20 Men; ſo that there is not 
leſs than 10,000 'Tons of Shipping conſtant- 
ly employ'd; which Shipping, or at leaſt 
three fourths of the whole, if not built in 
England, are always repaired, refitted, vic- 
tualled and conſtantly paid here; and it ne- 
I ver 
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ver yet was ſuggeſted that one Penny of 
Money or Bullion was ever carried there - 
from England. | | 

Upon this Head we may alſo allow (what 
is near the Truth) that what we call the 
Qutſett of every Ship clear for Sea for this 
Voyage, ſtands the Owners in 10 J. per Ton, 
and then the Value of the Shipping employ- 
ed in this Trade will be 100,000 4. Now if 
after all Charges of Inſurance, foreign 
Port Charges, and the Allowance made for 
the Wear of the Ship, there is gained but 
IO per Cent. and ſuppoſing (what alſo may 
be near the Truth) that upon our own Ac- 
counts, we ſend of our own Manufactures | 
and Zaft India Goods, to the Value of 
200,000 J. per Ann. and that we gain thereby 
but 10 per Cent. then, upon theſe two Ar- 
ticles, we gain 30,000s. per Ann. 

But theſe are not the only Ways we gain 
from that Iſland. A Governor there will 
find Ways to remit to England at the rate 
of 5,000. per Ann. and if the Factors there 
remit but half their Commiſſions on the a- 
bove Sum of 200,000 J. that will be 10,0007. 
per Ann. Thoſe Gentlemen in Publick Of- 
tices, and others there, who expect to re- 
turn Home, we will only ſay remit 5,000 7. 
per Ann. and we will ſuppoſe that there con- 
ſtantly are here in England at leaſt a hundred 
Gentlemen of that Iſland, ſome for their Plea- 


ſure, and others for Education, who do not 
e E live 
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live at leſs Expence than 2o0Z. per Ann. 
each, which is clear Gain to us 20, 000 J. per 
Ann. And if it be allowed that they are 
in Debt to us the Sum of roo, obo J. for 
which they pay eight per Cent. per Ann. 
Intereſt, that is clear Gain of 8, oo0 J. more; 
and if we reckon what we reaſonably may, 
viz. the Freight of all Sugars which are a- 
gain exported, and which are the Produce 
of this Hland only, this will be 7,000 J. more. 
The whole will amount to 95, 0 ,. per Ann. 
A prodigious Sum to be gained annually 
from an Iſland but very little bigger than the 
Ile of Fight. But theſe are not the onl 

Advantages; which will appear when we 
treat of the Trade of the Northern Colo- 
nies. And if we conſider the African Trade, 
much more might be brought to Account. 
of this If]and, but as I deſign to keep with- 
in bounds in all my Computations, I will 
leave it as above at 95,000 J. Sterling per 
Annum , over and above the Employment 
of ſo many Sailors and Shipping, and the 
vaſt number of all ſorts of Artificers employ- 
ed at Home in fitting, repairing and build- 


ing thoſe Ships, Sc. beſides thoſe for the 
Manufactures, 


If the Ifland of Tobago belongs to this 
Kingdom, as I have been credibly inform- 
ed it does, it will appear as ſurprizing as 
any ill Management we have been hitherto 


guilty 
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guilty of, that it hath not been ſettled by 
us: An Ifland which, tho” not quite ſo large 
as Barbados, yet for good Roads, conve- 
nient Rivers, and Riehneſs of Soil, is ſupe- 
rior to it; and if the Settlement were once 
accompliſhed, there is no doubt but the Ad- 
vantage ariſing from that ſmall Iſland for 
many Vears to come, would be very near, 
F not quite, as conſiderable to us as the 
Tland of Barbadoes now is; becauſe as it is 
freſh and ſtrong Land, one Acre would 
produce much more than 1s now produced 

y two of old, worn ont, poor Land, ſuch 
as ſome (and indeed no ſmall Part) of Bar- 
badoes now is; and it is allowed by all, that 
upon good new Land the Labour of fifty 
Slaves will produce as much Sugar as a hun- 
dred will, or can, in Barbadbes; tho' the 


Sugar perhaps will not be ſo fine. 


This Iſland is in the Latitude of 114 5 
North, and lies from Barbados South b 
Weſt half Weſt, near forty Leagues: Nor is it 
the worſe to be eſteemed for lying within 
— 54 Leagues of Trinidado, a Spaniſh 

and. = | 


The Hand of St. Lacia, ſeems to be 
quite loſt to us, and, I am afraid, gained to 
the French; for ſince they expelled Capt. 
Dring, they are grown much more numer- 
ous there than ever they were, before that 
Settlement was attempted by us. | 


The 
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The Iſlands of St. Vincent and Dominico, 
are likewiſe poſſeſt by the French. Their 
Intercourſe with the Indians of both thoſe 
Iſlands, who generally underſtand and ſpeak 
French, and who are taught by them todeſpiſe 
all other Nations, with the quiet Poſſeſſion the 
French continue to keep of thoſe Places, 
give the People of Martinic and Guada- 
lupe the pleaſing Proſpect of ſeeing all of 
them ſettled and fortified by them: Any 
one of which Iſlands with regard to its Ex- 
tent and Fruitfulneſs, is but very little infe- 
rior to Barbadoes; and with regard to good 
Convenience of Roads and Harbours for 
Shipping, far ſuperior. If we conſider the 
Situation of theſe Iſlands, viz. St. Lucia 
and St. Vincent, they lie both between the 
Iſland Granado and the Iſland Martinica; 
the former of which is one of the oldeſt 


Settlements the French have in that Part, 


which produces a vaſt Quantity of Sugar, 
Cotton and Cocoa. The Iſland Dominico 
lies next to Martinico, and between that 
and the Iflands Guadalupe, Grand. Terre, 
Marigalante and Diſſeada (all fine and large 
land: belonging to the French) it will af. 
ford but a melancholy Proſpect to any one, 
who has the leaſt Regard to the good and 
Benefit ariſing by the Trade to our Planta- 
tions, when we conſider the prodigious In- 
creale of the French in thoſe Iſlands with- 
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in a few Years paſt; ſo that we may reaſon- 


ably reckon that they are not leſs in number 
upon theſe Iſlands, than the Eugliſb are in 


all, taking in Barbados and all the Lee- 


ward Iſlands. And if they encourage the 
Settlement of theſe Iſlands, and continue to 
encreaſe as they have done, there is great 
Danger of their Beating us out, and under- 
ſelling us at all the Markets in Europe. 
The Conſequence of this will be, that 
whereas we now export to a conſiderable 
Value, Sugars and other Commodities, the 
Produce of our Iſlands, the whole Freight 
of which from the Weſt- Indies and hence, 
is actually paid us by ſuch Countrey where 
ſuch Goods are imported by us: The French 
will in a little Time, if great Care is not ta- 
ken, ſupplant us in this Branch alſo, which 
is evidently the moſt advantageous of all. 
And were the Port of Dunkirk to be open- 
ed again, we could never expect to ſupply 
Flanders cheaper than thoſe who import 
thither directly from Martinico, &c. 


The Leeward Iſlands (ſo called with Re- 
ſpect toBarbadves, which is the Eaſternmoſt 
and Windwardmoſt of all the Weſt- India 
Iſlands) are numerous, and inhabited by Eu- 
gliſh, French, Dutch and Danes. The 


molt conſiderable of theſe are Antegoa, St. 


Chriſtophers, Nevis and Mont ſerat, all ſet- 
tled by the Engliſb. And tho theſe 8 
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5 is carried by them on Board theſe Ships, 


(32) 
lands, with Regard to their Bigneſs and 
Extent, are equal to three ſuch Iſlands as 
Barbadees : And tho' it is well known theſe 
Lands in general turn out better Cropy 
than thoſe of Barbadoes do, yet becauſe 
would not, be thought to exaggerate, I ſhall 
conſider them all, with the Iflands Barbuda, 
Anguilla, Tortola and Spaniſh Town, which 
are all ſettled by the Engliſb, to be all toge- 
ther only of equal Conſequence to this King- 
dom at preſent, as the Iſland of Barbadpes, 
tho' they are capable of vaſt Improvements. 
I ſhall take Leave in this Place to mention 
an Affair, for which, if a Remedy could be 
found, it would be of ſome Advantage to 
us. The Iſland of Sz. Euſlace, which is in- 
habited by the Dutch, is not above three 
Leagues diſtant from Sz. Chriſtophers, and 
with Regard to its Extent and Produce very 
inconſiderable; but its Road is the Place 
where Dutch Interlopers from the Coaſt of 
Africa ſeldom fail to call at. In a few Days 
all our Leeward Iſlands are informed of 
this. In Places, ſuch as our Iſlands are, it 
is hot much to be wondered at if there are 
Perſons who run ſome Hazard for the Hope 
of a conſiderable Gain; ſo that all the ready 
Money which they can advance at any Rate, 


where Negroes are ſold to them frequent- 
ly 20 per Cent. cheaper than our own Ships 
do.aftord them. This ready Money is a 
great 
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great Temptation to ſome Planters who ſell 
theit Sugars to them at leſs than the current 
Price; and under Pretence of ſending it in 
Sloops to our own Sbipping, it is ſent on 
Board theſe Interlopers, who by theſe 
Means get loaden at lefs Expence than our 
own Ships, and carry off more Money than 
a great Number of our own Ships which 
trade for three Times the Value. By this. 
it is evident that we have really employed 
a Datch Sbip, and have paid her whole 
Freight out and home in Money, which is 
juſt fo much loſt to the Nation: Nor is that 
the only Damage, for on Board theſe Ships 
are often great Quantities of fine and coarſe 
Linnens, which are ſold for ready Money 


only. 


A little Way to Leeward is the Iſland Sa. 
ba, inhabited by the Datch alfo. This 
Iſland is not to be envy'd for any thing, ex- 
cept the pleaſant ſandy Shoals round it, 
where you may fee the Ground in twelve 
Fathom Water, and about ſeven Leagues 
to the Southward, and with Hook and Line 
55 what quantity of fine Fiſh you would 

elire. | 


A little Way to the Northward of theſe 
two laſt named Hands lie the Iflands of Sr. 
Martin and St. Bartholomew; both of them 
inhabited partly by * partly by W ? 

' 1 ne 
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The firſt of theſe has a regular Fort, is va- 
luable for three Salt-Ponds, which are ca- 
pable of making vaſt Quantities of Salt; it 
produces ſome Sugar, and a pretty deal of 
Cotton. St. Bartholomew. is but a ſmall, 
uneven Ifland, not capable of much Im- 
provement. W 8 | 

About twenty Leagues farther. to Lee- 
ward, lies the Iſland Santa Cruce. Io 
whom it belongs I am not able to deter- 
mine: The Engliſh have twice had Poſſeſ- 
ſion of it, and have as often been beat out 
by the French. If it be ours, it highly de- 
ſerves to be ſettled. In regard to its Big- 
neſs, it is but little leſs than Barbadoes ; 
with reſpe& to its Healthfulneſs, Fertility, 
Commodiouſneſs of its Roads, and Bays a- 
bounding with fine Fiſh, inferior to none; 
at preſent no one is ſettled there. 


Juſt to the Northward lies the Ifland St. 
Thomas, which belongs to the Danes; re- 
markable only for its Harbour, which is al- 
ſo a free Port, and was the Reſidence of 
the Aſſiento Factors, during ſome Time 
that the French and Portugueſe were pol- 
ſeſs'd of that Contract with ain. | 

Due Weſt from St. Thomas may be ſeen 
the Hland of St. Zohn de Porto Rico, inha- 
bited by a very few Spaniards. An ang 
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which alone is three times as big as Barba- 
does and all our Leeward Tflands put to- 
gether. It abounds in plenty of wild Cat- 
tle, Hogs and Fowl; quite round, in all its 
Bays is plenty of Fiſh; in Fruitfulneſs it is 
in ferior to none. Nor is this Iſland (like 7a. 
maica) in any part unfit for Tillage and Cul - 
ture; the Mountains riſe gradually, and 
none are inacceſſible; a more delightful 
Proſpect than this Iſland affords as you ap- 
proach it, cannot be had. Its Figure is near 
a Parallelogram; its Situation, with regard' 
to Trade with Europe, is far preferable to 
Hiſpaniola, Cuba or 8 as from hence 
you are clear as ſoon as at Sea, neither in 
Danger from any of the Babama Hands, or 
at the Trouble of going round by the Chan- 
nel, commonly called the Gulf of Florida. 
it hath ſeveral fine Harbours; the moſt u- 
ſed at preſent is that called Porto Rico, 
which lies on the north Side of the Hland; 
at the Entrance of which is a Fort with a- 
bout twenty Guns, upon a ſmall Iſland cal - 
ed Rigoa, and on the other fide is a Caſtle 
upon a Rock, with about thirty Guns. There 
are no other Places in the Iſland at preſent 
fortify'd; and it is thought that if they were 
to be attacked, they could nor find Men e- 
nough to man their Guns. There are alſo 
many- fine Rivers, ſome of which would be 
uſeful for Mills for Sugar-W orks, Cc but 
at preſent there is not one Work of any 
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The firſt of theſe has a regular Fort, is va- 
luable for three Salt-Ponds, which are ca- 
pable of making vaſt Quantities of Salt; it 
produces ſome Sugar, and a pretty deal of 
Cotton. St. Bartholomew is but a ſmall, 
uneven Iſland, not capable of much Im- 
provement. Yi Ke f 0 

About twenty Leagues farther. to Lee- 
ward, lies the Ifland Santa. Cruce. To 
whom it belongs I am not able to deter- 
mine: The Enxgliſh have twice had Poſſeſ- 
ſion of it, and have as often been beat out 
by the French. It it be ours, it highly de- 
ſerves to be ſettled. In regard to its Big- 
neſs, it is but little leſs than Barbadves; 
with reſpect to its Healthfulneſs, Fertility, 
Commodiouſneſs of its Roads, and Bays a- 
bounding with fine Fiſh, inferior to none; 
at preſent no one is ſettled there. | 


Juſt to the Northward lies the Iſland St. 
Thomas, which 2 to the Danes; re- 
markable only for its Harbour, which is al- 


ſo a free Port, and was the Reſidence of 


the Aſſiento Factors, during ſome Time 
that the French and Portugueſe were pol- 
ſeſs d of that Contract with ain. 


Due Weſt from St. Thomas may be ſeen 
the Ifland of St. Zohn de Porto Rico, inha- 
bited by a very few Spaniards. An age 
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which alone is three times as big as Barba- 
does and all our Leeward Iſlauds put to- 
gether. It abounds in plenty of wild Cat- 
tle, Hogs and Fowl ; quite round, in all its 
Bays is plenty of Fiſh; in Fruitfulneſs it is 
inferior to none. Nor is this Iſland (like 7. 
maica) in any part unfit for Tillage and Cul- 
ture; the Mountains rife gradually, and 
none are inacceſlible; a more delightful 
Proſpect than this Ifland affords as you ap- 

oach'it, cannot be had. Its Figure is near 
a Parallelogram; its Situation, with regard 
to Trade with Europe, is far preferable to 
Hiſpaniola, Cuba or Nase as from hence 
you are clear as ſoon as at Sea, neither in 
Danger from any of the Babama Iſlands, or 
at the Trouble of going round by the Chan- 
nel, commonly called the Gulf of Florida. 
it hath ſeveral fine Harbours; the moſt u- 
ſed at preſent is that called Porto Rico, 
which lies on the north Side of the Hland, 
. at the Entrance of which is a Fort with a- 
. bout twenty Guns, upon a ſmall Ifland cal- 
[- led Rigoa, and on the other ſide is a Caſtle 
f upon a Rock, with about thirty Guns. There 
* are no other Places in the Iſland at preſent 
. fortify'd; and it is thought that if they were 
o be attacked, they could nor find Men e- 
nough to man their Guns. There are alſo 
many fine Rivers, ſome of which would be 
uſeful for Mills for Sugar-Works, Cc but 
at preſent there is not one Work of any 
ch F 2 Conſe- 
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Conſe ence: upon that whole Iſland. They 
— — a little Tobacco. Their Governor 
never denies granting Commiſſions to an 
one who aſks him, under Pretence of guard- 
ing the Coaſt; and he hath been cruelly 
belied, if he doth not con pax ip ſtipulate for 
his Share of all that they take; ſo that any 
bold Fellow who can get a Sloop „ Will — 
fail of ſuch a Commiſſion; and of the very 
Off. ſcourings of Mankind doth his Com- 
pany conſiſt, viz. Iriſßh Renegadoes, Muſ- 
tees, Mulattoes and run-awa e 
Thus equipt, they take all the Exgizþ they 
can overcome, of which, if any 13 ppen to 
be of any conſiderable Value, they are ſure 
to be condemned as Prize; if any get clear, 
it is becauſe they are not of conſequence e- 
nough to return with, but ſuch they never 
fail to plunder, even of thoſe things which 
none but the meaneſt · ſpirited Thieves 
would touch. 
Thus does that Place ſubſiſt, inhabited 
21 a People at preſent only remarkable for 
th, Cruelty and Superſtition. A Place, 
which if it hd been one fourth Part of the 
time ſettled by an induſtrious People, would 
have abounded in Wealth, and become ſig- 
nal for Magnificence. 75 1 
The nex t Hand of Note is Hispaniola, 
called by Wo French St. Domingo. "This J- 
Aland in Length is upwards of 400 *. 


their Slaves, are com 


4 


in 8 about 90 Miles, and near equal 
15 Parallelogram of thoſe Dimenſions. It 

amous for the firſt Settlement of Euro- 
ropeans in America, and is now in the Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the French and Spaniards, The 


latter decreaſe i 


Number every Day, and 
many fine old Houſes and Plantations are 
left „E Na on the nd wh 
increaſe. to a prod 2 ree, and, wit 
apices to conſiſt of 
more than twice the Number of the Sani- 
4s with their Slaves. hey are in pol. 
ſſion of ih greateſt hc, 9 
ready, and the few remaining Spaniards 


look upon the whole Iſland as gone to the 


French, upon the firſt Rupture between 
thoſe Crowns. 

The almoſt amazing Improvements which 
the French have made here ſince the Reign 


of King William, ſhew what great Things 


may be done by an able Miniſter, even un- 


der an arbitrary Prince. Sir Jaſſab Child, 


in * excellent Diſcourſe on Trade, Page 
198, ſays, that neither the French, Spani- 
ards, or Portugueze, are much to be fear- 
ed on Account of Planting; and there gives 
his Reaſons, which indeed were good, ac- 
cording to the Appearance at that Time. 
But as the French in particular have ſince 
changed their Meaſures, and with the great- 
eſt Skill and Diligence have applied them: 
ſelves toward improving what 0 ung 
oun 
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found to be of ſuch ſignal Advantage and 
Utility to the Kingdom of Great-Britain: 


And as they ſtill go on to give the greateſt 
Encouragement to their People to go over 
and ſettle there, not only paying their Paſ- 


fage, but fubſiſting them at the publick 


Charge for a whole Year, many Thouſands 
within a very few Years paſt have been 


carried over there, near forty Thouſand, as 


I have been informed. Their Deſign in- 


deed appeared to be the encouraging of 
their new Settlements on the Mi ſſiſippi; and 
it has had this twofold Effect, they have 
gained their End in having made many 
— Settlements up that River, and 


, 


ave- added a vaſt Number of Hands to 


their more valuable Settlement in Hiſpani- 
ola. The Effet of all this is obvious to 
any one who hath the leaſt Acquaintance 


with the Weſt- India Trade, and hath been 


ſeverely felt by our own Plantations. They 


are now become our Rivals and Competi- 


tors in that valuable Branch of our Sugars, 
and there is not a Place in Europe that they 
do not attempt to ſupply with that Com- 
modity. They have ſo far outdone us in 
the Production of Indigo, that it is much 
to be queſtioned whether. our own Plant- 
ers will produce enough for our own Uſe. 
The Induſtry and parſimonious living of the 
French is not the only Reaſon why they 
underſell us; we navigate cheaper, and 


our 


v 
4 
P 
tl 
d 
I 
T: 
a 
lf 
0 
f 
t 
U 
E 
E 
t 
{ 
j 
1 
( 


( 39 ) 


our Planters produce as cheap; and if our 


Sugars could be carried directly to the laſt 


Market, as theirs are, we ſhould have 


an Advantage over them. It is com- 
puted by ſome who have traded there 
from our Plantations for many Vears paſt, 
that the Produce of the French upon 
this Iſland lately, hath exceeded in Value 
the whole Produce of the Ifland of Jamai- 
ca. But | hope our Plantations merit our 
beſt Care and Protection, and will be 


thought worthy of all thoſe Advantages 


which the French now enjoy. For if the 
French go on at this Rate, and our own 
Plantations be neglected by us their Mo- 
ther Countrey, then muſt they neceſſarily 
decay, in Proportion as the French flouriſh. 
For no Thing, Perſon or Nation is conſide- 
rable but by Compariſon; and the French 
at preſent ſeem to be the People who are 
hying a Foundation for the Employment of 
Multitudes of their People, in a more pro- 
fitable Way than ever was known before to 
them; namely, that of making one part of 
their People in the Indies be the Cauſe of 
employing much greater Numbers at home; 
beſide that this is the only Means by which 
they can be conſiderable at Sea. This I- 


ſland alone is of more Value than all the 


Poſſeſſions which we have, or pretend to, 
in thoſe Parts. It abounds with Plenty of 
Cattle and Hogs, hath many fine Harbours, 

1 . Roads, 


1 8 
Roads, Bays, and Rivers; and, if we ex- 
cept Cuba, as far exceeds all the reſt of the 


meaneſt of Ours. 


About thirty Leagues to the Weſtward 
of this delightful Iſland, lies the Iſland of 
TINGS, in Length a Hundred and fifty 

iles, in Breadth about fifty Miles. We 
ſhall be able to form ſome Judgment of the 
Importance of this Ifland, by the Quantity 
of its own Produce annually ſhipped off to 
us; namely, in Sugar 10000 Tons, in Cot- 
ton, Indigo, Ginger, Piements, Rum, Lime- 
juice, Cocoa, Mahogony Wood, Sc. 2000 
more. By this it will appear, that there is 


nor leſs than 12000 Tons of our own Ship- 


8 g conſtantly employed in that Service on- 
y, over and above what is employed be- 


tween that Iſland and the Northern Planta- 


tions; all which, excepting that they do not 


fit and repair here, are. of the ſame Benefit 


and Advantage to this Kingdom in all o- 
ther Reſpects. But of this more particulat- 
ly, when I treat of the Northern Colonies. 
And becauſe I would not be ſuſpected of 
favouring or flattering my ſelf in my De- 
ſign, which 1s to ſhew the great Benefit and 
Ad vantage ariſing to this Kingdom from our 
- own Plantations, I will only conſider this 


Ifland, as a Sugar Plantation, to be of rhe 


fame Advantage to us as Barbadoes, tho 
vs 8 | very 


Weſt-India Wands; as Jamaice doth the 
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very capable of being improved to ten, if 
not twenty Times that Value. 
But to demonſtrate the Advantages ati- 
ſing from the Trade of that Place, between 
the Engliſb and Spaniards, I muſt beg Leave 
to give an Account of the Riſe of that 
Trade, its Manner of being carried on, and 
= we firſt came to loſe it, in ſome Mea- 
ure, to the Dutch. From the Treaty be- 
tween Great-Britain and Spain, for ſerrling 
a Peace in America, concluded at Madrid, 
July 18, 1670. which was Tatified by Sir 
William Godolphin on the Part of England, 
and the Count De Pegnaranda on the Part 
of Fpain, till the Year 1702, a very con- 
ſiderable Trade was carried on by the Ex- 
liſh from Jamaica, without any material 
Interruption; and by that Trade only for 
Goods, Negroes and Flour, we received, 
as it has been computed, from 250 to 300 
Thouſand Pounds a Year ; when, for what 
Reaſons I never could learn, Inſtructions 
T am told, were ſent to the Governor of 
Jamaica to hinder any Trade being carri- 
ed on by our People with the SPanzardy, 
arſuant to a Treaty between us and the 


Dutch, whereby both Parties agreed not 


to trade with the French or Spaniards. In- 
deed I have not been able to'tind any ſuch 
Treaty relating to the Spanzards; but the 
Truth is, that about that Time ſeveral 
Sloops, with their or i which 2 
os e 
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uſed the Sloop Trade upon the Coaſt, Go. 
out of Jamaica, went to Coraſoa, where 
they were well received: And theſe, I have 
been informed, were the firſt who let the 
Dutch into the Sloop Trade; for till that 


Time the Dutch uſed to trade only with 


great Ships, from thirty to forty or fifty 
Guns, and two or three hundred Men each. 
This proved ſome Damage to that Iſland, 
but in a few Vears after their Trade in- 
creaſed; and by the Succeſs of their Trade 
and Privateers, to which we may add the 
reat Quantities of Money taken by the 
en of War, a great Part of which was 
ſpent in the Iſland, all Things became 
briſk, which brought vaſt Numbers of Peo- 
ple to the Iſland: So that toward the End 
of the War in 1712, there were not leſs 
than four Thouſand Seamen employed in 
Privateers, and trading Sloops, out of, or 
belonging to that Iſland. Moſt of theſe 
upon the Place ſeparated ; ſome went into 
Merchantmen, others down to the Bay of 


Campeachy to cut Logwood; which Place, 


by the Way, ſeems to have been the right- 


ful Poſſeſſion of the Crown of Great. Bri- 
tain, and was ſecured to the Crown by the 
7 Article of the aboveſaid Treaty, as we 


were then in Poſſeſſion, and as the ſaid 
Place never was poſſeſſed by the Spaniards 
before, though they have ſince taken it 
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The Iſland of Jamaica flouriſhed till the 
Year' 1716, and a conſiderable Trade was 


carried on, to near as great a Value as 
ever was before; and they employed from. 
twelve to fifteen hundred Men in that 
Trade, which was a great Defence upon Oc- 
caſion, as well as a Benefit accruing to them 
from ſo many Men ſpending their Money 
there. And indeed no ſmall Number of 
theſe were properly Inhabitants, as being 
either married, or Porn there. But in the 
Year 1716, when the Aiento Factors ſet- 
tled in the Weſt. Indies, that Trade, which 
was of ſuch prodigious Advantage to that 
Iſland, and by which they could gain from 
twenty-five to thirty per Cent. Monthly, and 
which was generally allowed to bring in 
from three to four hundred thouſand Pif- 
toles a Year, was, tho' not quite deſtroyed 
yet ſo affected thereby, as to be rendered 
very inconſiderable and more precarious: 
So thatitisthoughtat preſent, that by the i- 
ento Company, and private Traders toge- 
ther, there are not near one half of the 
People now employed that uſed to be. The 
ill Effects of this upon the Iſland of Jamai- 
ca are viſible and palpable. Whether this 
Aſſiento Company have made a better hand 
on't ſince they have been concerned, de- 
ſerves the Enquiry of thoſe who regard the 
Publick Good. They hitherto have not en- 
joyed one half of their Time free in Trade, 
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and yet are obliged to pay the whole Duties 
to the King of Hain, conformable ta their 
Contract, with all other their exceflive 
Charges ſo conſtantly increaſing. In ſhort, 
if the Company can make it appear that 
they have got any thing by the Contract, 
they ought to go on and be encouraged ; 
but if it ſhould appear that the Nation has 
loſt by the Bargain, and that one of the 
moſt valuable Trades and Iſlands which we 
have abroad is well nigh ruined, or in Dan= 
ger thereby; in ſtead of ſueing to the Spa- 
piards for their Favour in granting us a 
Trade, which ſome apprehend to be ſo 
much to our Advantage, it is high time to 
get off from the Contract, and make ſure 
of that which we know hath been, and 
may again be beneficial _ ; 
If we wanted Inſtruction, the Dutch 
would ſhew us the Way. It will beallow'd that 
they trade for a greater Value than we ever 
did. The Writer of this hath ſeen at one 
time in the Harbour of Curaſoa, two and 
twenty Sail of trading Ships, from twenty 
four to forty Guns each, and at the ſame 
time hath known ſeveral others to be upon 
the Coaſt trading; and their Sloop Trade is 
enerally pretty briſk, for ſeldom a Ship or 
loop returns from the Coaſt which doth 
not bring Orders for ſuch Goods, and in 
ſuch manner, that in a few Days another is 
ſent, They are always informed too 2 
| they 
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they are to expect in return, both as to ſort 
and quantity, with regard to the Place too; 
namely, from one Place Hides and Tallow, 
from another Cocoa, from another Fuſtic, 
or other dye Woods, from another perhaps 
Mules and Horſes, from others, Tobacco's, 


Balſams, and ſeveral ſorts of Spices and 


Drugs; all which, and many more that 
might be named, they trade for as frequent- 


ly as for Pieces of Eight or Piſtoles, and by 


that means create a prodigious Trade. 

Hither reſort French as well as Engliſb; 
hence both French and Engliſh Plantations 
have been ſupplyed with Mules and Horſes ; 
here is a Market for all ſorts of Proviſions 
when they are cheap in our own Iſlands, 
ſuch as Bread, Flower, Beer, Hams, But- 
ter, Cheeſe, Beef, Pork, Indian Corn, Sc. 


and conſequently for Rum and Sugar. Here 


is a greater Reſort of Shipping than to any 
of our Iſlands; here are found the beſt Con- 
veniencies for FePalrings careening, fitting 
and accommodating of Ships, in any Part 
of the Indies. On the wind wardmolt Part of 
the Iſland is a Watch Hauſe, and on the Ap- 


proach of all Ships or Veſſels Signals are 


given from thence to the Garriſon. And as 
the Entrance into the Harbour is narrow 
and difficult, Attendance is always given 


by the Company's Maſter (who is an Offi. 


cer not unlike a Maſter-Attendant in one 


of our Yards) to aſſiſt every Ship or Veſſel 


withaut 
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without Diſtinction: He is perfectly well ac- 

uainted with and underſtands the Buſineſs. 
This Officer takes to his Aſſiſtance as many 
Hands as he thinks proper, according to 
the Bigneſs of the Ship or Veſſel, and with 
a Boat and Warp ready, he waits the Ap- 
proach of the Ship, upon which an experi- 
enced, clever Fellow from the Boat jumps 
on board you, faſtens the End of the Warp, 
whips aft to the Helm, and in a few Mi- 
nutes your Ship, be ſhe of any Bigneſs, is 
in her appointed Birth, in as fine, and one 
of the molt ſecure Harbours in the whole 
World. This Officer in caſe of any Diſpute 
about Ships, Births, and Moorings, ends 
them; for he is obliged without Diſtinc- 
tion to ſee every Ship and Veſſel aecommo- 
dated. aceording to its Due in all Reſpects; 
ſo that very few Controverſies happen. 
They have perhaps the moſt quick and 
ſummary Way of deciding Suits and Con- 
troverſies of any People, ſuch as ſeems ve- 
ry proper for ſo wary and underſtanding 
People. The Complainant gives the Fiſcal 
(an Officer ſomewhat like our Sheriff) a 
Fee of a Piece of Eight, and then acquaints 
him with his Caſe; upon which, if the Fiſ- 
cal thinks the Complainant hath any Ground, 
Cauſe or Reaſon for it, he advertiſes the 
Defendant, and acquaints him that if he 
doth not do the Complainant Reaſon and 
Juſtice, he fhall proceed to acquaint the 
| Governor 
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Governor and Council (who are the Court, 
and are ſuppoſed to be always ſitting) and 
acquaints him at what 'Time. If this Notice 
can be proved, the Defendant is obliged to 
attend, or 1s liable to arbitrary Puniſhment. 
When they appear, both Parties have the 
Liberty, either by themſelves or any other 
Perſon who will do it without Fee, to de- 
fend or maintain, as they ſhall ſee conveni- 
ent. As moſt of the Diſputes which hap- 
pen are about Contracts and Bargains, and 
the Court generally Men who underſtand 
thoſe things very well, they are ſoon deci- 
ded; and perhaps there never was an In- 
{tance, where any indifferent and under- 
ſtanding Man had any Reaſon to find any 
Fault with their Deciſions and Judgments. 
They have two excellent Qualifications, 
they are quick and cheap; for if the Com- 
plainant gains his Cauſe, the Fiſcal returns 
him that very Fee again, ſo that he cannot 
poſlibly be at any Charge; and ſometimes 
the Court appoint the Detendant to pay 
him the Complainant for the extraordinary 
Trouble he hath given him, and e contra. 
To deſcribe juſtly their admirable Oecono- 
my in Trade, Sc. would require more Room 
than I propoſe in this. At one Time you 
will ſee of all Sorts of Shipping from fifty 
to ſeventy Sail, ſometimes more. When 
one of theſe trading Ships comes out of 
Holland, ſhe hath what we may call three 


Cargoes 
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Cargoes on board, worth very often from 
60 to 700007. Sterling and upwards ; on her 
Arrival at Curaſoa two of theſe Cargoes are 
put on Shore, and the Ship ſails and trades 
for the other; at her Return ſhe Careens 
and Refits, and takes another, ſo tothe third: 
In the mean Time, whatever Lumbering or 
bulky Commodities 1s brought from the 
Coalt or elſewhere, is ſent Home to Hol- 
land in Veſſels of Burden only (which fail 
very cheap) and the Money and more va- 
luable Commodities in theſe Traders and 
Ships of Force. It ſometimes happens that 
after taking the laſt Cargoe on board, the 
Ship doth not return to Curaſoa, but will 
try to trade upon the Coaſt clear down to 
Leeward, and at laſt at the South- Keys on 
Cuba, from whence they go directly for 
Holland. 

Theſe Ships are well manned, and are 
kept under as regular and ſtrict Diſcipline 
as our Ships of War. Among the great Num- 
bers that have traded, and for ſo long a Time 
too, few, very few have ever been ſurprized 
or taken; the Spaniſh Guard de Coſtas know 
that they will fight, and therefore don't di- 
{turb them often. | 

The Reader's Expectation may be raiſed, 
and think, perhaps, this muſt ſurely be a very 
valuable Iſland; yet, except the Conveni- 
ence of its Harbour, it is one of the worſt 
in the whole W orld. Itis thought that ry 
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Soil upon it is not equal (the Surface we mean 
to two Miles ſquafe; at leaſt three fourt 
of the whole is ſo harren a Rock, that there 
is not any green Thing uponit for the Accom- 
modation and Pleaſure of many Gentlemen 
of the Ifland. Many Sloop Loads of Earth 
have been brought from the Main thither, 
which they are very careful of, and dif- 
por into Gardens, Ge. A Years natural 

roduce of this Hland would not maintain 
the Inhabitants one Week; their principal De- 
pendence for freſh Stock, Proviſions, Fruits 
and Greens, is from the Hlands of Bone iray 
and Aruba. The firſt, about eight Leagues 
to Wind ward, is about five or fix Leagues 
long and three or four broad, abounds with 
Plenty of Cattle, Goats and Fowl, alſo Gua- 
nas, an Animal like a green Lizard, but of- 
ten as large as a Rabbet, and better Food ; 
with theſe and Fruits, ſuch as Bonanas and 
Plantains, Oranges, Cc. and Roots, as Yams, 
Potatoes, Edys, Sc. they conſtantly ſupply 
the Market of Curaſba, and have pretty 
much the ſame too from Aruba, but not 
ſo certainly, as it is farther diſtant and to 
Leeward, vis about 12 Leagues. This 
laſt is a ſmall' Ifland not exceeding five 
Leagues in Circumference; they both be- 
long to the Dutch Weft. India Company, 
as doth the Iſland Curaſoa. The Care and 
Government of each of theſe two former 
Hlands is committed 5 a ſingle Perſon _ 
. E 
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ed Commadore, who is appointed by the 
Governor of Curaſoa; their Salaries are 
very ſmall, not exceeding ten Pieces of 
Eight per Month, and their Perquiſites much 
leſs; tor unleſs ſometimes a Dram of Bran- 
dy or Rum, or Part of a Bowl of Punch, 
they are Strangers to Fees and Bribes. To 
theſe 1s committed the Government of all 
the People, who are Indians deſcended from 
thoſe of Hiſpaniola, near St. Domingo. To 
theſe Iſlands, before uninhabited, theſe Peo- 
ple's Anceſtors fled from the Cruelty of 
the Spaniards. They are honeſtly treated 
by the Dutch, and ſeem very chearful and 
well ſatisfied ; theſe are they who tend the 
Cattle and Stock upon the Iſland. For 
Shape and Beauty they far exceed moſt In- 
adians:; Their Numbers on both Iflands do 
not exceed five or ſix hundred Men, Wo- 
men and Children. Ir's cuſtomary when 
Markets do not anſwer, to put Mules on 
both theſe Iſlands, ſo that they often have 
three or four hundred at a Time on Bo- 
neiray, Which are ready on any Demand; 
and at Aruba there 1s, perhaps, as fine a 
Breed of Horſes as ny in the World; the 
late King of France lent on purpoſe for 
ſome of them, which, I have been told, an- 
ſwered his Expectation. 


The Iſland of Cuba is in many Reſpects 
the moit valuable of all the Veſt. India 
: Iſlands, 
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Iſlands, whether we regard its Extent of 


two hundred Leagues in Length, and twen- 
ty five Leagues in Breadth, or its Situation 
om the nineteenth to the twenty third 
Degree of Northern Lattitude ; or the 
 Richneſs of the Soil; or the almoſt incre- 
dible Numbers of Cattle which'are killed 
for their Hides and Tallow only, though 
their Fleſh be as good as any in the World; 
or the Number of fine Harbours, Bays and 
Rivers; or above all the Haven, or in Sa- 
#iſh Havana, (as it is called by way of Emi- 
nence) as this Place is the Rendezvous. of 
all Span:z/þ Shipping bound from any Part 
of Neu. Spain to the Leeward of Caracos 
to Old. pain. This Harbour is ſtrongly 
fortified, eſpecially to the Sea; yet ſome 
Gentlemen, who know that Place very 
well, have been of Opinion, that ſuch a 
Squadron as Admiral Heſer's was, would 


have taken it with the Loſs of fewer Men 


than periſhed off of Porto Bello. 


The Improvements upon this Iſland are 


neither ſo good in their Nature or Tenden- 
Cy as in our own Iſlands. Here are more 
Churches than good Plantations, more 
Prieſts than induſtrious Planters, and more 


idle, lazy, ſuperſtitious Bigots, than active, 


diligent, uſeful, working and laborious 
People. Hence this large, luxuriant and 
populous Iſland, beſide Food for themſelves, 


which is eaſier obtained and produced than 
Hz perhaps 


| -. (x2) 
erhaps in any. other part of the whole 
World, doth not produce for Exportation, 
including their Hides and Tallow, Tobacco 
and Snuff, with all other things whatever, 
near the Value of our little Iſland Autegoa. 
It is the Fleets calling, and lying ſometimes 
for ſeveral Weeks at the Havana, which 
makes ſuch a Circulation of Money, and it 
is the Money that Way obtained, which 
enables them to trade at the South Keys, Oc. 
"Tis true that the Captures of ſo many of 
our Ships and Sloops ever fince the Year 
1712, have made the People in the Ports of 
Trinidada, St. Fago, Baracoa, Port Prince 
on Cuba, the People of Porto Rico and the 
Margarites,&c.think themſelves a very conſi - 
derable People, as many of them have 

rown rich by thoſe Captures. For thoſe 
San; Garde Coſtas (as they muſt be 
called) are of no great Value; one of them 
is, for Example, a Sloop of no more than 
two hundred Piſtoles Value, with a little 
jerkt Beef, a few Yams and Potatoes, one 
Barrel of Powder, two or three hundred 
weight of old Iron for Shot, and manned 
by the moſt infamous Scoundrels that ſuch 
Places afford, vzz. 1ri/þ Rapparees, French 
Banditti, Mulattoes, Muſtees and run-away 
Negroes: Such as theſe to the Number of 
forty, fifty, and ſometimes fourſcore, in 
ſuch Veſſel, take all the Engliſh Ships that 
they can, whether on their Coaſt or not : 

an 
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and ſeldom are at a Loſs for Reaſon 
or Cauſe to condemn them. If they have 
nothing on board of the Produce of their 
Countries, and for which (they ſay) by 
their Laws they could condemn them, vi. 
for having on board any Cocoa, Logwood, 
Fuſtic and Tobacco, Sc. or any Money of 
their Coin; yet if the Veſſel have but 
Bread and Flour, or even any ſort of dry 
Goods, they never fail condemning her, as 
a Veſſel that either had traded or intended 
it; ſo that none eſcape being carried in, but 
light Veſſels, and theſe they never fail to 
dr, | 
Some ſay that the Aſento Company may ſuf- 


fer, if we ſhould reſent theſe Injuries as we 


uſed to do. There was always as much 
Reaſon: to apprehend that our Merchants in 
Spain would ſuffer before. Had we not al- 
ways when we traded with Spain, Effects 
in their Dominions to a great Value? Or 
is our Gain ſo great by the A/rento Con- 
tract, that we had better be filent than run 
the Hazard of ruffling their 'Fempers by 
making a proper Demand? If any one will 
make this appear, he will effectually ſilence 
{ome of the greateſt Sufferers, and convince 
a great number who think the contrary 
molt probable. Before that Contract was 


entered into, | can demonſtrate that we 


had more Advantage by our 'Frade with 
Spain, and her Dominions, than any other 
| Nation; 


* 
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Nation; and yet were not, or did not ſeem 
to be, more afraid of them than of other 
Nations. 'The Advantages between us were 
mutual; we ſupplyed them cheaper than o- 
ther People, and accomodated them better; 
therefore in the Weſt Indies, where we 
traded with them Sword in Hand, and they 
ſaw no farther Obligation we had to them ; 
they were well contented, placed a great 
deal of Confidence in us, and were afraid, 
or had no Inclination to diſtreſs us: But 
now, whether they look on the Effects of 
the Aſſieuto Company as a Pawn or Pledge 
againſt our reſenting their Uſage, and treat- 
ing them as they deſerve, or what elſe, I 
ſhould be glad to ſee explained. There is 
not a Power on Earth that Hain has more 
Reaſon to fear than that of England, but 
by what unaccountable Means it has hap- 
pened that they have ventured to dare us 
ſo far, ſeems amazing. Yet if after all a 
Peace can be effected, and reaſonable Sa- 
tisfaction given to juſt Sufferers, we will not 
fail to acknowledge, notwithſtanding all 
that hath happened, that it was more pru- 
dent to ſuffer than to enter at once into a 
War, the Conſequence of which is not ſo. 
eaſy to account for. 
| if can be ſo happy as once to put the 
Gentlemen of this Kingdom upon taking 
theſe things under their ſerious Conſidera- 
tion, I ſhall have gained all I 1 
| here 
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There is nothing advanced here with any 
other Deſign but the real Service of my 


Countrey; and I humbly hope that what 
is contained here will appear to be wrote 


with that Deſign only. Juſt above I men- 


tioned the Iſland of Margarztes, ſo called 


from a Pearl Fiſhery upon a Shoal at the 


Weſt End of the Iſland, where vaſt Quan- 
tities of Pearl were formerly taken. This 
Ifland is above twice as big as Barbadoes ; 
has vne good Harbour, and ſeveral good 


Roads, and is inhabited by Spanzards, juſt ſuch 


as thoſe on Porto Rico. They produce Co- 
coa and Tobacco, but are miſerably poor 
upon a very rich Soil, as People generally 
are where the Clergy are numerous. Here 
are ſeveral Churches, and a hundred times 
more Superſtition than Trade or Induſtry. 
In ſhort, the whole Produce of this Iſland 
in a Year for Exportation, is not of equal 
Value to one Ship's Loading of one of our 
{Se Ships; yet from hence too are 

ommiſlions given to Garde Coſtas. 5 

As I have mentioned all the inhabited I- 
lands of note, for the reſt I ſhall refer the 
Reader to the Map, where he may fee 
them all together. 


The Bahama Iſlands, which are very nu- 
merous, .and capable of producing all things 
neceſſary for Life, are all owned by the 
Engliſh, and ſome: few of them are N 

| ited, 
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bited, vis. Providence, Illethera, Harbour- 
Hand and Green Turtle Key. The moſt 
conſiderable for Extent and Richneſs of 
Soil is the Iſland of Abaco; but it hath not 
yet been ſettled, nor indeed do I apprehend 
that any great Advantages could accrue to 
this Kingdom by thoſe Iſlands were they all 
inhabited; yet I think it not improper to 
keep up the Government already there, on- 


Iy as it prevents their becoming a Net of 


Pyrates. 

Thoſe Iflands produce Brazilletta W ood, 
Lignum Vite, Cortex Winteriana, Salt, 
and on the Shores have been frequently 
found the Sperma-Ceti- W hales and Amber- 
gris; which laſt I have been credibly in- 
formed is the Excrement of that» Whale: 
A whole Sloop's Company agreed in the 
Relation of that Fact to me in South Caro- 
lina, where they brought many Barrels of 
Sperma - Ceti (I ſaw at leaſt thirty) and above 
five hundred Pounds of Amber - gris, all 
which they aſſured me came from one 
Whale. The Sperma Ceti undoubtedly did, 
the Amber gris they had Reaſon to think 
did ſo too, becauſe they found it near the 
Place where they found the Whale, and 
they all agreed that the Excrement of that 
very Whale, which was found in the Gut 
near the Anus, was really Amber - gris, tho 
not quite ſo good as that which was found 
on the Shore and floating in the vw 

| is 
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This I believed when I was told it, for I 
ſaw no Intereſt or Pleaſure they had or pro- 


poſed in deceiving me, or many others, 


which I often heard them tell it to. Here 
too are found the prettieſt and greateſt Va- 
riety of Shells that any Part of the World 
produces. Upon the whole, except for 


keeping out of Pyrates, I don't think theſe 


Iſlands worth inhabiting, while we have ſo 
much of as fine a Countrey as any in the 
World uninhabited, I mean the Province 
of South Carolina. But before I attempt 
the Deſcription of that Countrey, I will 


give a ſhort Account of what is now called 


Florida. 


Florida is bounded to the North by 


South. Carolina, to the Eaſt by that Part of 
the Atlantic Ocean called, by the Engliſh, 
The Gulf of Florida, to the South and South 
Welt by the Gulf of Mexico, and by Lands 
already poſſeſt by the French to the Weſt- 


ward. Beſides the Indzans, who upon 


all this Tract of Land, are not ſuppoſed to 
be a 100 Men fit for War, there are but three 
Settlements of the Spaniards. The Prin- 
cipal of them is at Fort Auguſtine in the La- 
titude of thirty Degrees North. The Fort 


or Caſtle is a Square fortified with two 


Lunets, and two Pentagon Baſtions, and 
hath had forty Guns mounted, yet was 


very near being taken by the Carolina Peo- 


ple 


. 


—— — — — 4 


(58) 


ple in the Year under the Command 
of Colonel Moore; for they beſieged it, and 
had made a Breach which would have been 
attacked the next Day, but for Relief which 
was ſent from the Havana, which the Eng- 
liſh apprehended to have been ten times as 
{trong as they really were, and therefore 
retired with ſome Precipitation. Anugu/- 
tine had more effective Men than it is al- 
lowed they now have; yet ſeven hundred 
of our People deſtroyed their Town, and 
had, in all Probability, taken the Fort, but 
for thoſe Succours. I have been told b 
ſeveral Men of Auguſtine, with whom I 
have converſed, that they can Muſter in 
all four or five hundred Men, by taking in 
thoſe of all Ages. Every Perſon there, Man, 
Woman and Child, receives Pay from the 
King of Hain, notwithſtanding which, and 
that they are in ſo happy a Climate, and up- 
on no unfruitful Soil, they are poor wretch- 
ed and miſerable. They do not produce half 
their own Proviſions, nor have they any 
Plantations farther than a Gun Shot from 
the Fort. They ſometimes come to Caro- 
lina, under Pretence of Flag a Truce, or 
Buſineſs, and 12 4 their Money there for 
dry Goods and Proviſions; and many very 
profitable Voyages have been made thither 
from Carolina. | 
It is my Opinion, that if the Florida In- 
dians were but civilly treated by the Eng- 
7 40 


9 
_ tiſh, they would be glad to come under 
their Protection. We can ſupply them with 
all they want cheaper than the Spaniards 
can; but one Advantage, and only one, 
the Spaniards have over the Engliſh there, 
which is this: They treat the Indians there 
as Chriſtians, and perſuade them they are 
ſo; their Prieſts inſtruc their Children even 
in Indian Towns, and live among them for 
ſome Time: Our People treat them like 
Brutes, by not admitting their Evidence in 
any wiſe to affect the moſt ſcoundrel white 
Man. Our Prieſts, though I have been told 
ſome of them have been ſent over by aSo- 
ciety for propagating the Goſpel in Foreign 
Parts, never go among the Indians; nor 
did I ever hear of any one Indian converted 
to the Chriſtian Faith by an Engizh Prieſt, 
except by Doctor Mather in New-England, 
who from the Joy of his Heart boaſted the 
Converſion of two Indians to the Chriſtian 
Faith, and as a Demonſtration of his Care 
and Pains, deſired an Eng/iſh Gentleman 
(who told me this himſelf) and one who had 
frequently communicated with the Doctor, 
to accompany him that Day, when he ex- 
pected thoſe two Indians to communicate 
alſo, which they did with tolerable Decen- 
cy. The Gentleman was highly pleaſed, and 
expreſſed his Satisfaction, When the Doctor 
unluckily asked one of the Indians a Que- 
ſtion which he had not taught him to an- 
12 . ſwer, 
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ſwer, namely; How do you find yourſelf * 


are you not much refreſh'd inwardly? don't 


you find yourſelf eaſier after having receiv- 
ed? To which the poor Indian anſwered, 
Yes, but Rum is better. 'The Dottor was a 
little ruffled, and in an angry Tone bid him 
be gone. I lived ſeveral Years at a Time, 
and have traded above twenty Years there, 
and never heard of any other Converſion, 
tho” I have often enquired, having been in- 
formed that there was a Society ſpent a 
great Deal of Money upon that Account 
every Year. 

What Notions Indians entertain of Re- 
ligion, I confeſs I have never been able to 
learn, and yet I have converſed with many 
of them; this I have experienced, that they 
are in 5 benevolent and grateful; 
they will place great Confidence in white 
Men who uſe them juſtly, and will defend 
ſuch at the apparent hazard of their Lives. 
I have known ſome white Men who trade 
with the [ndzans, in ſo high Eſteem among 
ſome Nations, that the Indians would treat 
as Enemies all who appeared to be ſo to 
thoſe Traders: And it was owing to one 
of theſe honeſt Traders, that a Peace was 
concluded between the People of Carolina 
and their Enemy Indians; Enemies who 


were made ſo by the cruel and unjuſt 


Treatment of our own People, to whom 
they had complained and remonſtrated with- 
out 
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out redreſs, nay, even without having any 
Notice taken of them; this Man ſingly and 
alone ventured among a People who had re- 
ſolved the Deſtruction of that Colony, or 
to periſh. This Man whom they knew 
to be honeſt, who never had deceived them, 
was received by thoſe Savages with 4 1 
he was believed in all he ſaid; he had Au- 
thority to aſſure them, that they ſhould have 
Redreſs, and that was all they deſired. A 
Peace was concluded, a flouriſhing Colony 
relieved from the Calamities of a horrid 
War, by the Means of a poor honeſt brave 
Fellow, who was always highly eſteemed 
and beloved by them, and deſerved to be 
ſo by all Mankind. 1 never hear'd of any 
Cruelty committed by the 1ndzans in my 
Time, where they had not received re- 
33 Provocations: Was there ever an 
Inſtance of the Pen ſiluanian Indians doing 
any Damage to the People of that Province? 
No, the Indians are there treated with Hu- 
manity, they call the People of Penſilva- 
nia Brethren, and by the Laws of Pen/il- 
vania the Indians are treated as ſuch. 
The next Settlement in Florida is at the 
Mouth of the Apalachian River, called St. 
Foſeph, where there is a Fort which was 
built in the Year 1718, but of no great 
Strength, it being thought there is not above 
five hundred Inhabitants, Men, W omen and 
Children, "EL 
The 
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ſwer, namely; How do you find yourſelf 3 


are you not much refreſh'd inwardly? don't 


you find yourſelf eaſier after having receiv- 
ed? To which the poor Indian anſwered, 
Yes, but Rum is better. The Doctor was a 
little rufled, and in an angry Tone bid him 
be gone. I lived ſeveral Years at a Time, 
and have traded above twenty Years there, 
and never heard of any other Converſion, 
tho' I have often enquired, having been in- 
formed that there was a Society ſpent a 
great Deal of Money upon that Account 
every Year. 

What Notions Iadiaus entertain of Re- 
ligion, I confeſs I have never been able to 
learn, and yet I have converſed with many 
of them; this I have experienced, that they 
are in 1 benevolent and grateful; 
they will place great Confidence in white 
Men who uſe them juſtly, and will defend 
ſuch at the apparent hazard of their Lives. 
I have known ſome white Men who trade 
with the [zdzans, in ſo high Eſteem among 
{ome Nations, that the Indians would treat 
as Enemies all who appeared to be ſo to 
thoſe Traders: And it was owing to one 
of theſe honeſt Traders, that a Peace was 
concluded between the People of Carolina 
and their Enemy Indians; Enemies who 


were made ſo by the cruel and unjuſt 


Treatment of our own People, to whom 
they had complained and remonſtrated with- 
Out 
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out redreſs, nay, even without having any 


Notice taken of them; this Man ſingly and 
alone ventured among a People who had re- 


ſolved the Deſtruction of that Colony, or 


to periſh. This Man whom they knew 


to be honeſt, who never had deceived them, 


was received by thoſe Savages with reſpect ; 
he was believed in all he ſaid ; he had Au- 
thority to aſſure them, that they ſhould have 
Redreſs, and that was all they deſired. A 
Peace was concluded, a flouriſhing Colony 
relieved from the Calamities of a horrid 
War, by the Means of a poor honeſt brave 
Fellow, who was always highly eſteemed 
and beloved by them, and deſerved to be 
ſo by all Mankind. 1 never hear'd of any 
Cruelty committed by the Indians in my 
Time, where they had not received re- 
2 Provocations: Was there ever an 
nſtance of the Pen ſiluanian Indians doing 
any Damage to the People of that Province? 
No, the Indians are there treated with Hu- 
manity, they call the People of Pen ſilva- 
nia Brethren, and by the Laws of Penfſil- 
vania the Indians are treated as ſuch. 
The next Settlement in Florida is at the 
Mouth of the Apalachian River, called Sz. 
Joſeph, where there is a Fort which was 
built in the Year 1718, but of no great 
Strength, it being thought there is not above 


five hundred Inhabitants, Men, Women and 
Children. 
The 
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The other Settlements are a few Villages 
near the Cape of Florida, but thinly inha- 
bited ; ſo few, that I never heard a Spaniard 
reckon that in all there were more than a 
thouſand Men of that Nation in Florida; 
all of them are poor and miſerable, in a 
Country where People of leſs Superſtition 
and more Induſtry, might live luxuriouſly. 


Shall now ſpeak of our Plantations on 
the Continent ; and ſhall begin withSourh 

Carolina, which 1s capable of being made 
the molt valuable Province in North Ame- 
rica: It is now the largeſt, being ſeventy 
Leagues front on the Sea from Cape Fear, 
the Northeramoſt Bounds, to the | 
May, where was lately an Engliſh Fort, e 
by Order of General Nicholſon. The Uli 
mate is ſo good that for eight Months in 
the Vear no Place exceeds it; the other 
four Months, May, June, uh, and Au- 
guſt, are very hot, and produce much Th 
der; yet no Place is more healthful. e 
Soil in general is ſandy, out of which is 
produced all manner of Exgliſßh Grain in 
great Perfection, as well as Rice, Iadian- 
Corn, &c.. Nor doth any Place exceed it 
for fine Fruits, Near the Banks of Rivers 


there is ſtrong, rich Land, which produ- 


ces Hemp in as great Perfection as any in 
the World. Mulberry- Trees of all ſorts 


grow in vaſt Quantities, and are of prodi- 


gious 
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gious quick Growth. So that it has alrea- 
dy been ſhewn by many People that no 


Place is more capable of producing better 


Silk, and with more Eaſe. The chief of 
their Exports at preſent are Rice, Deer- 
Skins, Pitch, Tarr, Turpentine, Beef, Pork, 
tann'd Leather, Cedar W ood, Deal Boards, 
Pipe Staves, Timber of all Sorts, Mails, 
Yards, Sc. And ſome few Ships have been 
built there, and thoſe as good as any that 
ever were built in America. It mult be al- 
lowed that no Place is more capable or 
convenient for building of Ships; for the 
Countrey abounds with fine Timber, and 
has as many fine Rivers as any Part of the 
known World. 

As 1 am unacquainted with the Depth of 
Water in all the Rivers to the Southward 
of Port Royal, tho' I have known Sloops 
ſail into moſt of them, I will only relate 
what I know from my own Experience of 
the following Rivers: And therefore begin 
with Port Royal River. There is Water 
enough for any Ship in the World, in or 
out, and as good a Harbour as any that 
Nature hath made, ſufficient to hold and 
contain all the Royal Navy; and perhaps in 
all Reſpects the propereſt Place of Rendez- 
vouz for the Weſt. India Squadron of Men 
of War. With regard to its Situation, 
for any Expedition to the Windward I- 
ſlands, or for ſpeaking with any Ships com- 


1 
ing thro' the Gulf of Florida, it is as well 
as can be deſired; nothing could eſcape 
the Sight of a Cruiſer there. The next is 
South Ediſto, a good River for Ships and 
Veſſels not drawing above twelve Foot. 
North Ediſto is equally good, and hath a 
clear Entrance. Stone is a very good Har-. 
bour for any thing not above eleven Foot. 
Charles Toum Harbour for any Veſſel not 
exceeding fifteen Foot. Sewee and Santee 
Rivers for ſmall Craft not drawing more 
than eight or nine Foot. Into Viuniaw J 
have been lately told there is a Channel of 
twelve Foot. Cape Fear River, alias Cla- 
rendon River, which are the Bounds between 
the Carolina's, is a very fine bold River for 
any Ship in fair Weather; or at any time 
for any one not exceeding fifteen or ſix- 
teen Foot, for there is not leſs than three 
Fathom at low Water, in the worſt of the 
Channel. 'There are many other Rivers 
and Creeks of leſſer note than theſe men- 
tioned, but theſe are all large Rivers, fome 
of them navigable forty or fifty Miles as» 
bove the Entrance, for Ships of any Bur- 
then, and ſome of them run above a hun- 
dred Miles in the Countrey, all abounding 
with fine Fiſh. 

'The Number of white People, Men, Wo- 
men and Children, in the Year 1724, was 
about 14,000; the Slaves (moſt of which 
are Negroes) Men, Women and Children 

| included 


* 
6 
about 32, ooo, and no doubt they are now 
encreaſed, for there has been many Ne- 
groes imported there ſince. 1 ; 


/ 


In the Year 1723, the Imports to this 


Province amounted to the Value of one 
hundred and twenty thoufand Pounds Ster- 
ling, firſt Coſt in Goods and Merchandize, 
— had not been leſs yearly for four Years 
before: 

This Eſtimate was made from the Couns 
trey Collector's Books, who received a Du- 
ty of two and a half per Cent. on all Goods 
imported; ſo that if any Fraud was com- 
mitted by falſe Report, the Imports were 
ſo much more. Tait 


The Quantity of Britiſh Shipping em- 


rides by means of this Province, is not 
eſs than-8,000 Tons. England hath receiv- 
ed annually from this Colony only, in Skins, 


Furs, Rice, Pitch, Tarr, Furpentine, Pipe - 


Staves, Sc. excluſive of all Bounty, to the 
Value of 200,000 J. Sterling. The Freight 


of ſuch Shipping would not amount to a- 


bove 24000 J. and there is Profit upon that 


at leaſt ten per Cent. i. e. 2, 400 J. So that 


if I were to ſtate the Account between South 
Carolina and Britain, it would ſtand thus, 


a Imported 
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'... Imported from Carolina to) 
_ _ Great Britain of their þ 200,000 

Produce — — 

In Caſh, admitting ſixty Ships,) 

each Ship to bring bur 1, 200 

twenty Pounds, —— ) 


— 
201, 200 


annually from this 
| Kingdom, ———— 
The real Expence 0 | 


_ Goods ſent to Carolina | | 
I00,000 


8,000 Tons of Ship- > 21,600 


ping for ſuch Voyage 


* „* 1 


* 


121,600 121,600 


i » — 
_—_— 


* 


; The whole Gain to this King- "7 
dom by Carolina will be annu > 79,600 


— —„[—. 


And ſo much I really believe and think 
this Kingdom doth gain from that Province. 
The Indian Trade there being of ſuch ex- 
ceeding Advantage, and frequently carried 
on by the Servants of thoſe who live here, 
all the Profits thereof are ſent here by 
thoſe who deſign to return to this King- 
dom. The other 20, ooo J. worth of their 
Imports, I take to be brought in their own 
and other trading Veſſels from the Je/ft 75 

2 
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beſide Rum and Sugar they bring ſome Mo- 
ney; I have known a ſmall Sloop bring in 
there from Cape Frangozs at one Time 300 
Piſtoles, beſide Rum, Sugar and Moloſſes, 
which were the Produce of her own Car- 
goe only. This French Trade ſupplies them 
with Rum and Moloſſes at cheaper Rates 
than they could be ſupplied from our own 
Iſlands, by which Means they are able to 
carry on the Indian Trade, which they 
cannot. do with near ſo much Advantage 
when Rum is dear, the Indians being uſed 
to give a certain Quantity of Skins for a 
certain Quantity of Rum; and without 
Rum there can be no Trade carried on 
with them. | 

cannot eſtimate the Shipping employ'd 
and owned by this Colony, at leſs. than 
ſeven hundred Tons, beſide the Ships which 
come to __—_ ; they are all of equal Ad- 
vantage to Britain except that they do not 
fir and repair here, but are as abſolutely bene- 
ficial in all other Reſpects; for whatever is 
gained in Money or Commodities of any Sort 
or Kind, after their own Neceſlities are 
ſupplied, is ſent always Home to Britain, 
and there only centers. It is certain that 
all the Money which our People in the Plan- 
tations acquire by Means of their Trade 
with any 2 whatſoever, is conftantly 
1 K 2 tranſmitted 


dia lands and northern Colonies. When 
they trade at any of the French Iſlands, be- 


_e«d) 
tranſmitted here, even to the putting them- 
ſelves under the. Neceſlity of eſtabliſhing 
a Paper Currency, as many of them have 
already dane. | We 


All Manner of Proviſions are extremely 


cheap in Saut hi. Carolina, inſomuch that the 
Shipping at Charles-Town are ſupply'd all 
the Year round with Beef at leſs than ſeven 
Shillings Sterling per hundred Weight; and 
it would ſeem incredible, ſhould one re- 
late the prodigious Quantities of Fiſh, and 
the cheap rate, at which that Market is ſup- 
—4 with them. In ſhort, the whole Coun- 

rey is capable of vaſt Improvement; there 
ſeems to be nothing wanting but People to 
make it much the moſt conſiderable Settle- 
ment his Majeſty hath on the Continent of 
America. The Lands upon or near the 
Banks of navigable Rivers are already poſ- 
feſt or laid out; for it hath been cuſtomary 
to run out ſuch Lands by a Surveyor, and 
the purchaſe Money hath been paid for ſel- 
dom more than fifty or oy Acres, when 
the Purchaſer really poſſefled a hundred. 
There are many People who I know are 
contented with fuch Title, and many more, 
who have no other Title than uſing and poſ- 
ſelling large Tracts of Land, now think 
them their own: This has been ſo generally 
practiſed, that Iam of Opinion, it would be 
difficult to get a fair Rent-Roll by any 
Means, in that Country, and therefore think 


that 
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that a Britiſb Act of Parliament might ex- 
tend, to entitle any Perſon to any ſuch 
Quantity of Land as they could find, (ſo 
unjuſtly poſſeſſed) upon the Conditions of 
Plantations, that is to ſay, at forty Shillings 
per hundred Acres Purchaſe, and a Penny 
per Acre quit Rent per Aun. This would 
put every one, who was able, upon ſecu- 
ring his Title, or it would ſoon be juſtly 
poſſeſt by another; this would bring in a 
very great Sum, aver and above what is now 
due, according to Grants; tho' J believe 
that if the Quit-Rents of Lands now poſ- 
ſeſſed, were regularly and punctually paid, 
they alone would be worth all the purchafe 
Money given for the Countrey; for there 
cannot be leſs than two Millions of Acres, 
within what we call the Settlement ; that 
is to ſay, from Winniaw to Port- Royal, 
not to mention more to the Southward, or 
Cape Fear Settlement. And if we allow one 
Half of that for Seigniories, Landgravates 
and Baronies, there will remain, at leaſt, 
a Million of Acres; and if thoſe were all 
reckoned at a Halt-Penny per Acre, it will 
amount to above 20007. per Aun. The pur- 
chaſe Money which remains unpaid for 
many Thouſands of Acres, taken up after 
the Manner aforeſaid, would ariſe to no ſmall 
Sum; not to mention the daily Purchaſes 
which would ſtill be made, as the Countrey 
encreaſed in Inhabitants, Now could a Way 
De 
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be found out for the ready Payment of the 
Quit-Rents, it would a great Relief to that 
Countrey, which has but very little Chance 
to get any Gold or Silver; namely, by ma- 
king Pitch or Tar, a legal Tender for their 
Quit-Rents, (which his Majeſty's Navy will 
always want: ) For Example, if they could 


not pay Money, a Barrel of Pitch at fix 


Shillings, and a Barrel of Tar at four Shil- 


lings and ſix Pence; this would be, as Times 


now are, a pretty juſt Equivalent; or if 
the Country would agree to pay according 
to the Cuſtom of Maryland, as an Equiva- 
lent for their Quit-Rents, nine Pence per 
Barrel upon Rice, and three Pence per Bar- 
rel upon Pitch and Tar, to be paid after the 
Manner of Maryland Duties; or if they 
were ſet at a lower Rate, the Government 
would be ſuthcient Gainers. | 


North-Carolina is bounded by Cape Fear, 
alias Clarendon River to the Southward, 
and by Virginia to the Northward, about 
forty or fifty Leagues, fronting the Sea. 
'The Soil, Climate, Produce and Situation 
of it, ought (it's preſumed) to bring it un- 
der the Government of Virginia. Both 
theſe Countries, for Extent, will not equal 
South-Carolina, There are already great 
Quantities of Tobacco made there, which 
is a Diſadvantage reckoned to Virgina, as 
they pay no Part of the Tobacco Tax in 
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Virginia. The Lands in general are like 
the low Counties in Firginia, low ſwampy 
Land, but richer. The preſent Settlements 
in this Countrey are not much farther from 
Milliamſburgh in Virginia, than the upper 
Parts of Stafford County. The ſame Me- 
thods ſhould be propoſed for recovering 
the Quit-Rents here, as in South. Carolina. 
There is only one very good Harbour in 
all this Countrey, that 1s Top/azt Inlet; yet 
ſo it has happened, whether from the Ig- 
norance, Over-{ight or Neglect of all the 
Governors hitherto ſent there, I am not 
able to determine, that this fine Harbour, 
which is capable of receiving a Ship of 
forty Guns, and of containing all the Ships 
in America, is ſeldom or ever mentioned. 
That this Port, about which there is as good 
Land as any, is hardly ſettled, or ſo thin, 
that it has little or no Trade, would ſeem. 
incredible: And tho' it hath been neg» 
lected or unknown to ſome, I foreſee that 
it will be the principal Port; the Entrance 
into it being leſs difficult than into Cape 
Fear, and more properly ſituated. | 
The Trade of this Colony is very conſi- 
derable, and takes off all ſorts of our Ma- 
nufactures, tho' not all of them directly 
from Britain. The People of New-Eng- 
land drive a great Trade here, whence 
they carry Pitch, Tar, Turpentine, Pork, 
Deer-Skins, ſome Tobacco, and ſometimes 
I Indian 
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Indian Corn; all which enables Net Exg- 
land to make us Remittances with Part, 
and the reſt is ſent to the Sugar Iſlands; the 
principal Part of the Tobacco produced in 
this Province is ſent to us by the Virginia 
Ships which lie in Nan/amond River. This 
is the Occaſion of the Complaint of the 
Virginians, that the North Carolina Men 
ſend their Tobacco thro' that Province, and 
pay none of the Duties and Levies of Vir- 
ginia, which are pretty burthenſome, but 
which they brought upon themſelves, by 
ſettling ſuch large Salaries upon their Pub- 
lic Officers, and allowing ſuch great Sti. 
pends to the Clergy. I have never been in 
North Carolina, except in Topſail Inlett 
and on the Banks of Cape Fear River, and 
therefore I am not able to form a proper 
Eftimate of the Value of their Trade to 
this Kingdom. Some few Ships go hence 
thither annually, and I am afiured make 
great Advantage ; large Ships have never 
traded there, their Settlements having been 
made ſo indiſcreetly upon ſorry Rivers 
and within ſhallow Bars. The Countrey is 
capable of the greateſt Emprovement, and 
with alittle good Management might toon be 
made of more Advantage to this Kingdom, 
than any Colony now is which we poſſeſs. 


Virginia is bounded to the Southward by 
North Carolina; to the Northward by Pen- 
LE ſiluania 


a | 
A vania and Maryland; to the Eaſtward by 


the Atlantic Ocean; to the Weſtward by 


the South Sea. This Countrey, tho' already 
conſiderable for the Number of Inhabitants, 
— valuable for its Produce, namely, To- 

eco, ſome. Pitch and "Farr, Deer-Skins, 
and Furs of ſeveral ſorts, Snake- weed, Wal- 
nut-Tree Plank, Pipe, Hogſhead and Bar- 
rel Staves, and ſome Iron in Piggs, all which 
they ſend to us; is yet capable of vaſt Im- 
provement, and of being of much more 
Advantage to this Kingdom. But as the 
Province of Maryland, and lies between 
this and that of Peuſiluania, which with 
Regard to its Produce in Quality and Quan- 
tity, ſeems; not behind or inferior to Vir- 
ginia : and as apprehend little can be faid 
of one Province which the other doth not 
deſerve or is not capable of, I will take 
leave therefore to treat of them as one; for 
tho they do not both belong ta the Crown 


N yet they ſeem to be of equal 
i tao „ 


Value to this Kingdom. 2880 
Let us ſuppoſe what is within Bounds, 
that from theſe two Provinces we receive 
60,000 Hogſheads of Tobacco yearly, and 
that one With another they weigh ſix hün- 
dred Pounds each; at two Pence Halfpenny 
per Pound, this comes to 375,000 The 
Shipping employed to bring Home this Co- 
bacco (ſuppoſing them well contrivd for 
this Trade) wäll be WR 24,0097 Pons, 


which 
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which at ten Pounds Value per Ton, is 
240, 00 J. in Shipping; much the major 
Part of thoſe are Engliſh built, and are 
conſtantly fitted and repaired here. The 
Freight at thirty Shillings per Hogſhead, 
which is the loweſt, comes to 90, ooo J. the 

etty Charges and Commiſſion on each 
Hogthead is not leſs than twenty Shillings, 
which amounts to 60,000 /. Theſe two 
laſt named Sums we undoubtedly receive 
annually from theſe Provinces, though all the 
Tobacco were owned by the People in that 
Countrey, viz. 150,000 J. upon Tobacco 
only. The neat Proceeds of the Tobacco will 
be 225,000 J. all which we will ſuppoſe or- 
dered to be returned in Goods; yet out of 
that there will remain at leaſt five per Cent. 
Commiſſion and petty Charge, which is 
11,250 J. | 397 ESD! 
The Value of the Lumber annually im- 
ported from thoſe two Provinces is not leſs 
than 15,0007. two thirds of which is clear 
Gains, viz. 10,0007. becauſe it doth not 
coſt in that Countrey to the Value of 4000 J. 
firſt Coſt in Goods; and there is no Freight 
aid for ſuch, as it is the Maſter's Privilege. 
he Skins and Furs from theſe two Pro- 
vinces we cannot eſtimate at leſs than 60004. 
= Ann. and theſe I may venture to ſay are 
ought for one ſixth Part in Value from the 
Savages (I mean firſt Coſt in England) fo 
that there is actually gained to us on that 


Score 
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Score, after Charges of Servants,,&c. 4000 J. 
The whole amounts to upwards of 175,000 J. 
Or ſuppoſe one half of the whole exported, 
it would amount to upward of \.187,000 7. 
The French and Dutch take off that Quan- 


_ tity; and for all that is now purchaſed, I am 
ſure we do not give near one Penny per 


Pound firſt Coſt in Goods. By this may be 
ſeen the vaſt Advantage of employing our 


_ own Shipping, we more than double our 
Adventure. | 


Theſe Provinces produce Flax as good' 


as any in the World; and I am ſorry to ſee 
them under the Neceſſity of manufacturing 


it, as they are likewiſe of manufacturing 


Wool, which they have great Plenty of, 
and which is full as good, if not better, 
than what we have here. Thoſe People 
who do not manufacture it, ſell it to the 
Penſilvanians at a cheap Price, vi. at fix 


Pence per Pound Currency, which is paid 


in truck, namely, in Rum, Sugar, Salt, Mo- 
loſſes, or perhaps Biſket and Flour or Beer. 
It is not unuſual to ſee Men of good Ability 


cloathed with Linnen and Woollen of their 


own Produce and Manufacture. 
Hemp will grow there as well as any 
where, but it hath not come to my Know- 


ledge that great Quantities have been pro- 
duced as yet. Iam told that Col. Bird, a Gen- 


tleman of great Ability and Capacity there; 
deſigus to try what can be done; he hath 
6 SE produced 
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produced great Quantities, bat I find he is 
unacquainted with dreſſing it, and, there- 
fore hath ſent for proper Perſons, if they 
can be procured, to inſtruct him, This 
Gentleman deſerves the higheſt Praiſe; and 
if he ſucceeds he will be of more real Be- 
nefit to this Kingdom, than if he had given 
us 100,000 Guineas a Year for'ever. 

Iron is more eaſily made in both theſe 
Provinces, than perhaps in any other Part 
of the World ; the Ore 1s fo rich and good, 
that it produces in common, at leaſt, one 
Half Iron. There is one Furnace and a 
Forge erected at Principio, upon a Branch 
of Northeaſi River in Maryland, which is 
ſupplied with Ore, at preſent, from Patapſ/ts 
River in Maryland; another. is'in Virginia 
upon Potomac River, where the Ore lies 
contiguous to the Furnace and Forge. The: 
Lands near theſe Places are very well wood- 
ed, and yet have been, and may be bought 
at the Rate of from five to ten Pounds per 
hundred Acres, the Fee ſimple. In a = 
ſhort Time they will be able to work fu 
as cheap, if not cheaper than here; for they 
have already got ſome Slaves, which are as 
uſeful as any white Men, when they are in- 
ſtructed, in cutting Wood and making Char- 
coal, and ſtocking it near the Furnace, Ge. 
and in ſhort in all Caſes where Labour is prin- 
cipally required. | 


The 


The Writer of this hath ſeen theſe Works, 
and is of Opinion, that there muſt be very ill 


Management if they are not of prodigious 


Advantage to the Owners; and it is not at 
all to be wondered at, if many more Fur- 
naces and Forges are erected there; for in 
many Places, where there are vaſt Quantities 
of Ore, there is the Convenience of Water, 
fit for any ſuch Works, or as good as any 
have ever been erected in this Kingdom. In 
ſhort, the Iron of theſe Places is not infe- 
rior to any in the World for Ship Uſe; and 
if we will not let them import it here, free 
from Duty, we put them upon the Neceſ- 
ſity of manufacturing it there, by which 
Means we loſe the Employment of ſo many 
Hands, which always was of more Value 
than the Iron it ſelf; beſides, in a few Years, 
it will be found that we ſhall not ſend them, 
in any Compariſon, near the Quantity of 
our own Iron Manufacture that we now 
do; For as they are conſtrained to apply 
themſelves to that Manufacture, no doubr, 
they will either find other Iron, or find 
Ways to convert, even that Iron, to moſt 
Uſes. All theſe Manufactures, which may 
be of the higheſt Conſequence to this King- 
dom, may be eaſily prevented at preſent, 
at leaſt the Increaſe of them. 

I have before obſerved, that theſe People 
have manufactured ſome of their own Wool- 

len and Linnen ; to prevent the increaſe of 
h ; which, 
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which, Firſt, with Regard to weaving of Lin- 


nen and W oollen, let an exact Account be ta- 
ken of all Looms now erected in the Plantati- 


ons, and [likewiſe a Regiſter of all Perſons 


now employ'd, viz. ſuch as now get their 
Living by Weaving, that for the Furure no 
other or more Looms be tolerated, nor. 
any other Perſons be allowed to follow, oc- 
cupy and poſſeſs the Privilege of weaving 
any Linnen, W oollen, Silk or Hair but ſuch. 
as are now living, and follow the ſaid Em- 
ployments, in all the Plantations reſpective- 
ly And in regard to Rope-making they 
ou 


ld not be allowed to make above a ſix 


Inch Rope. Secondly, as to what regards 
the Iron Manufacture; let them be reſtrained. 
from making Anchors for Shipping, which 
weigh above a hundred and twelve Pound; 
from making all Manner of Ordnance or 
gen Guns, or even Shot for ſuch ; | and 
rom making any Muſkets, Fuſees or Piſtols, 


| Ge. In ſhort, all Sorts of Fire-Arms and 


Swords, as alſo all Manner of Locks and 
Joynt-Hinges, with all Manner of Tools for 
Arrtificers, as Carpenters, Sawyers, Jeyners, 
Bricklayers, and all ſadlery and cutlery Iron- 
Work, together with all Sorts of Nailsleſsthan _ 
Weight-Nails, Horſe-Shoe Nails only except- 


ed; but let them not be deprived of mending 


any of the aforeſaid Utenſils  —_ 

If this Kingdom thinks fit to put our 

Plantations under theſe or thelike Reſtraints, . 
it. 


NV 

it would be Cruelty to continue any Duty, 
Cuſtom or Subſidy on any Produce, they are 
ſo far hindered from manufacturing; onthe 
contrary, it would be the Intereſt of this King- 
dom, for at leaſt twenty Vears to come, to 
| ny ſufficient Bounty to encourage the 


roduce of Silk, Flax and Hemp, and at leaſt 
to pay the Freight of all the Wool which 


they ſhall ſend us. As to what Mr. Gee 
hath propoſed in his Diſcouſe on the Trade 
and Navigation of Great-Britain conſider- 
ed, Page 81. That they alſo be prohibi- 
«ted from manufacturing of Hats, Stock- 
ings or Leather of any Kind.” This Li- 
« mitation will not abridge the Planters of 


« of any Privilege they now enjoy. A 


very little Acquaintance with the Trade of 


the Northern Colonies, might have fatis- 


fied any one, that Leather is the only Ar- 


ticle of cloathing, which ſeveral of them 
manufacture, not only ſufficient for their 


own Uſe,” but for Exportation ; namely, 
Sout h- Carolina, Penſilvania, New: York and 
New. England; I mean for Exportation to 
the Weſl. India Wands, Sc. but all of them 
tan and manufacture Leather, tho' not each 
of them ſufficient for their own Uſe, There 
are many Sadlers in all theſe Places, who 
work no other Leather than ſuch as is made 
there. The Number of Shoe-Makers in 
the Colonies is undoubtedly more than all 
the Smiths and Weavers'together ; nay, I 

am 
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am fully. perſuaded, that upon Enquiry, it 
will be found there are as many or more Tan · 
ners than Weavers. A conſiderable Part 
of the Trade between Boſton and South- 
Carolina, is the light Deer - Skins, and thoſe 
in Hair, which the New- England Men corey 
thence to Boſton, where they are as well dr 
and apply'd to all the ſame Uſes as here; in+ 
deed ſome few of them may be ſent over 
here, when they are alittle more than ordi- 
nary in demand, but that very ſeldom 1s 
the Caſe. * pf 0 
There are Hat- Makers in South- Carolina, 
and I believe too in North Carolina; I know 
ſeveral in Virginia, Maryland, Peu ſiluvania 
and Neu- Zart, and there is no Doubt, but 
that they have many at Rhode Iſland ; Boſton 
know has a great many: I have ſeen as good 
Hats which were made there, in all reſpects, 
as thoſe which we buy in Ezgland from 
ten to twenty five Shillings. With Regard 
to Stockings; if they are deprived of Wea- 
ving and Looms, as is propoſed, it would 
ſurely ſeem too hard to deprive them of 
knitting; for their Slaves muſt be other Ways 
employ'd, or they will be very unprofitable, 
while we can ſend them that Manufacture 
ſo cheap; beſides, it would be diſcouraging a 


very uſeful Piece of Induſtry among the Plan- 


ters Wives and Children, and would cer- 
tainly contribute towards making them as 
idle, and conſequently as expenſive and ex- 

| travagant, 
— 
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travagant, as they are now become in ſome 
famous Parts of Europe; for certainly even 
very fine Ladies would make as good a Fi- 
gure, while knitting a fine Thread Glove, 
or even a Husband's Night-Cap; and it 
might ſhew the Hand and Arm to as much 
Advantage as ſhuffling the Cards or count- 
ing or ſetting up at Quadrille, Ombre or 
Picquet. Foe: 

From whence I perſnade myſelf there 
needs not any Reſtraint be laid upon Knit- 
ting: And if it be thought fit to lay any 
Reſtraint on tanning and manufacturing of 
Leather, and on making Hats, ſurely it 
would ſeem to any reaſonable Perſon, too 
ſevere to deprive ſuch a great Number of 
People at once of the very Means of their 
Subſiſtence, as now get their Living by thoſe 
Manufactures only. Therefore turely no 
Method more ſevere than that propoſed 
with regard to the Weavers will be thought | 
expedient. 8 
And it deſerves ſerious Conſideration be- = 
fore any Reſtraint be laid upon Tanning | 
particularly. A Hide is made into Leather | 
in half the Time in thoſe Parts that it can | 
be done here; the Bark is of no Value, for 
any one has it for fetching, which cannot 
be at any great Diſtance in any of our Set- 
tlements : All the Materials for a Tan- Vard 
are of an inconſiderable Value, to what they 
are here; the Plank — being 5 

; b 
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half the Price that it is here; Places con- 
venient for ſuch Buſineſs are eaſily obtain- 
ed; you may rent one for leſs than half the 
Price that ſuch a Place can be had here. 


Hence ſurely an Advantage would accrue 
to this Kingdom, if they were allowed tan- 


ning for Exportation to Portugal, Spain, 
or even to England, &c. | | 
The Method here propoſed would not be 
objected to by any People in the Planta- 
tions, of anyof the Trades orOccupations men- 
tioned, as it would be granting them a Pri- 
vilege for Life, and would ſurely be of Ad- 
vantage to them, by hindering others to 
underwork them; ſo it will be leſs liable 
perhaps to any Exception from any other 
Quarter, as it does not hurt or injure any 
one now alive, and anſwers all the Ends 
propoſed. | V Perl 
The Trade of theſe two Provinces to all 
other Places than Great Britain is but in- 
conſiderable, beſide ſmall Tobacco Sloops, 
which are only employed for loading the 
Engliſh Shipping, and manned with their 
Sailors. I am confidentthat there is not above 
a thouſand Tons of Sloops and Shipping 
employed, to the Iſlands and all other Trades, 
on their own proper Account. I am not 
unacquainted that there is a vaſt Number 


of Veſſels of all the Northern - Colonies 


trade here, viz. from Boſton, Rhode Iſland, 
New Tork, Philadelphia, South Carolina 


and 


A 
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and Bermudas; but all thoſe I have or ſhall 1 


conſider, in their proper Places, and now 
proceed to give an Account of Penſiluania. 


Penſilvania is bounded to the South- 
ward by Virginia and Maryland; to the 
Eaſtward by the Atlantic Ocean, and the 
Bay and River of Delaware; to the North- 
ward by the ſaid River and Part of .New- 
ZTork; to the Weſtward by Lands unknown. 
'The principal City in this Province is Phz- 
ladelphia, which is in the Latitude of 404 
T2.m, oy 7 Weſt from London about 
734 25m. This City was founded and de- 
ſigned by Mr. Penn, in the Vear 1682, 
when there were no more than two ſmall 1 
Hovels, and thoſe under the Bank upon the N 
Delaware River, within the whole Plan of . 
the City. With regard to its Situation, it { 
is perhaps the fineſt in the World; upon a 
Neck of Land between the aforeſaid De- | 
laware River and Scbool- Kill River, about | 
ſeven Miles above the Point, where they 
join. It hath a Front of a Mile to each Ri- | 
ver; the Diſtance from one River to the 
other is two Miles; when you ſtand in the j 
Middle or Centre of it as it is called, there : | 
ſeems a gentle Declivity to all the Extre- 'x 
mities The principal Streets lie near Eaſt | 
and Weſt, and parallel to each other; the Y 
others croſs thoſe at right Angles ; no Street 
is leſs than a hundred Foot wide, and-the. 

M 2 two 


-e OO T3 OOTY I SC 


(34) 

two which croſs each other in the Centre, 
are fifty Foot apiece wider. Four of theſe 
Streets fronting and running parallel to the 
Delaware, are regularly built, and afford 
as much Pleaſure as the Eye can receive 
from clean, even, and {ſpacious Streets, a- 
dorned with regular, beautiful, and almoſt 
uniform Buildings. 'The Number of Hou- 
ſes at this time is not leſs than 2400, the 
Number of Souls not leſs than 12000. In 
this City is one Church of Euglaud, two 
Quakers Meeting-Houles, one Preſbyterian, 
one Independent, and one Anabaptiſt Meet- 
ing. The other Places of principal Note 
in this Province are Briſtol, Penſbury, Ger- 
man-Town, Francfort, Derby, Cheſter, Neu- 
caſile and Lewis-Town. 

The Number of white People in this Pro- 
vince I take to be greater than thoſe of 
South and North Carolina, Virginia and 
Maryland all together; and they are increaſ- 
ing ſtill to a much greater Degree than any 
other Colony that I know, or have ever 
heard of. This Province was firſt granted 
to William Penn Fiq; in the Year 1680. 

The Reaſons aſſigned for the prodigious 
Increaſe of Inhabitants in this Province 
more than any other, are principally aſcrib- 

ed to the Cauſes following. Firſt, the good 
Agreement between the Savages and the 
People of this Province, of whom it may 
be faid that they are the only People __ 

| ave 


- 
. 
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have treated the Savages with Juſtice and 
Humanity; for no other Colony or Pro- — 14 
vince admits of the Evidence of an Indian 1.3 
againſt a white Man, nor can the Complaint F 
of an Indian affect any white Man in any 14 
Caſe whatever; whence thoſe poor People 4 
in the other Provinces, have been liable 
to and ſuffered the worſt and moſt cruel 
Treatment, from the moſt worthleſs and a- 
bandoned of our own, without any Hopes 
of Redreſs. The Occaſion of the late Ja- 
dian War in Carolina, for Example, was 
owing to this. Our Traders there carry 
up among the indians, Duffles, Strouds, 
uns, Powder and Shot; Beads, Rum, 
Sugar, Sc. An Indian coming from his 
Hunt, where he had acquired perhaps fifty 
or a hundred Deer-Skins, goes to one of 
theſe Traders: The poor Man is generally 2 
ſo cautious that he will not taſte one Drop 1A 
of Rum before he hath made his Bargain, 
and ſupplied himſelf as far as his Stock will 
o; after that, there are but few who have 
Refoluton enough to withſtand the ſeem- 
ing friendly Solicitations of the Traders, 
who then perſuade them to drink, aſſuring 
them that 1t ſhall coft them nothing ; by this 
Means the poor Savage perhaps, his Wife 4 
and Children too, are all made drunk, and - * 
kept in that Condition ſeveral Days; when 
they are ſuffered to come to themſelves, 
they then enquire after the Things 1 
| 9 99 1 
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they bought, and frequently have for An- 
ſwer, You gave them to us for Rum when 
ou were drunk; which no doubt might 
e true enough, for they will part with 
whatever, is moſt dear to them, while in 
that Condition, for more Rum. | 
Theſe Tranſactions I have known to be 
calmly and ſedately repreſented by the princi- 
pal Men of the Indians to our Governors, 
complaining of ſuch intolerable Oppreſſions, 
as alſo that the Traders compel the Indians to 
carry Burdens of Skins many Miles for them, 
without any Reward. If an Indian refuſe, 
he is in Danger of being ſhot immdeiately ; 
and if it be in the Indians Country, the Va- 
lue of forty Shillings Sterling will ſatisfy 
his next a kin, or buy the Blood as it is 
called; but if it be in another Countrey, 
the Murderer is not accountable to any one. 
Thus the Dread of reſiſting a white Man 
makes them deſperate; and they having 
often complained without any Redreſs, re- 
ſolved to deſtroy theſe their Oppreſſors, or 
periſh in the Attempt. Wherefore on Good- 
Friday, in the Year 1714, as I remember, 
they killed about forty of theſe Tyrants, 
which occaſioned the Indian War. Since 
they have made a Peace, the Matter is not 


much mended with the Iadiaus, for they 


are {till as liable to be abuſed as before, when» 
ever the Traders forget the Fate of their Pre- 
deceſſors; for no Complaints or Teſtimo- 

nies 
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nies of Indians are ſufficient, even in Caſes of 
Murder, to convict the moſt ſcoundrel white 
Man; hence ariſe perpetual Enmity, Ha- 
tred, Jealouſy and Diſtruſt. Let any one know 

you don't love him, and he will hate you. 
The Caſe being the ſame with Regard to 
Indian Evidence; and as they are thus treat- 
ed in all the Colonies, except Penſiluvania, 
it is not to be wondered at, if all of them, 
in their Turns, have been in fear of the 
Indians; and indeed to me the Wonder 
is much greater, that any of them ever 
came to be ſo conſiderable, but that I know 
thoſe poor People were divided among them- 
ſelves. We are {truck with Horror when 
we read Accounts of the Spaniards in the 
Conquelt of the Indies, but nothing I ever 
ſaw or heard of, exceeded the Maſſacre 
I am going to relate. 
During the Indian War in Carolina, the 
Honourable Charles Craven, Eſq; was Go- 
vernor, who behaved on all Occaſions, at 
the Head of the Forces of that Province, 
againſt the Indians, with ſignal good Con- 
duct, much perſonal Bravery and Gallan- 
oy and it was often thought, that if a Man 
of o 


nly ordinary Ability had been Gover- 
nor, that Province would have been de- 
ſtroyed. As ſoon as this Gentleman had 
reduced the Indians, his Affairs calling him 
to England, he left Major Daniel in his 
Stead, before whom an Indian Chief, named 
| I | Turkey- 
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Turkeycock, of a neighbouring Nation of 
Indians, accuſed twelve of the Cuſſbes (as 
I remember they were called) of having held 
a Correſpondence with the Cherokees, our 
Enemies in the Time of the late War.: The 
accuſed People were then at Charl/es-T own, 
and at the Command of the ſaid Daniel, 
were ſent for, and, without being heard, 
in Irons, and immediately ordered and {ent 
on board a Sloop bound for Barbadoes. The 
Maſter of the Sloop came to the Governor 
to excuſe himſelf from taking any Charge 
of thoſe People, who, as he ſaid, were moſt 
of them old Men, and ſuch as moved his 
Compaſlion; that' if he were inclinable to 
ſell them at Barbadoes according to the Go- 
vernors command, they would not fetch 
enough to pay their Paſſage. The Gover- 
nor ſtill inſiſted on his carrying them; hut 
the Maſter being reſolved not to have any 
farther to do with them, deſired to know 
where he ſhould ſend them: Upon which 
the Governor ſaid, fiercely, Tl /end them; 
whereupon he called Txxkeycock, and bid 
him take ſome of his People and kill thoſe 
Indians on board the Sloop; which they did, 
by cleaving their Skulls with Hatchets, as 
they far on the Hatches of the Sloop, and 
then threw them over-board. This was 
done in an Engliſh Town, by Command of 
an Engliſh Governor; no one who lived 
| at 


„ 
at that Time in South · Carolina, is ignorant 
of this Fact. 1016 WE enn 
ln Penſilvania the Indians find no ſuch 
cruel Treatment and Barbarity. But ano- 
ther Reaſon for the Increaſe of People and 
the Improvement of the Country, is the 
wholeſome Laws of that Province, by 
which all Men, without diſtinction, are 
protected from Injury and Perſecution, on 
Account of any religious Opin das; for from 
the Foundation of the Government here, 
there never hath been an Inſtance of an 

Spiritual Power being exerciſed, or ſo muc 

as claimed under any Authority in this Pro- 
vince. Here is a univerſal Toleration of all 
Sorts of Religions; no Perſon here is ac- 
countable to Men for what concerns the 
Deity, and what the Deity only can be 
Judge of; here are no Laws which pro- 
nounce one Mode of Religion more facred 
than another ; here men are eſteemed in 
Proportion to their Characters, as they are 
ſignal for Morality and Virtue, or immo- 
ral and vicious; here no one who profeſſes 
himſelf a Chriſtian, and will ſubſcribe the 
Declarations appointed inſtead of the State- 
Oaths, is excluded from the Magiſtracy or 
the Legiſlature; here are no Prieſts or Clergy 
maintained by Law, and therefore there are 
but few, except we call the Preachers a- 
mong the Quakers Prieſts and Clergy, who 
utterly diſown both CEP ations, 4s 
"+ {4 Prea 
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each not for any Fee or Reward, or Hire 
in this World. Here are ſome Preſbyte- 
rian Congregations, Who maintain their 
Miniſters very well; the Anabaptiſts, Inde - 

endents ind other Separatiſts do the ſame. 
ut whence it proceeds, I will not take 
upon me to determine, that the Clergy of 
the Church of England, tho' they have very 
handſome Churches in this Province, and 
tho' all or ago{t of them have Salaries al- 


lowed by ſome People or Society in Exg- 


land; | tay, notwithſtanding ſuch Salaries, 
and as abſolute Toleration as Men can 
have, and tho' their Followers in general 
are more wealthy and more numerous than 
all others, yet, as ſoon as ever a Benefice 
happens down in Maryland, tho ſometimes 
not a larger, they immediately go there, 
where I have been told they have ſome 
opp Juriſdiction growing upamong 
them. | 1 | 

The People of Maryland, to ſhew their 
Zeal for the Church, did by Law give the 
Parſon of every Pariſh forty Pounds of To- 


bacco for every taxable Perſon ; namely, 


upon every one that works in.the Field or 
Plantation, Diſſenters and all, tho' the latter 
before had decently maintained their own 
Preachers, ſome of whom, indeed, were 


| honeſt Tradeſmen, and ſcorned any Main- 
tenance but what they acquired by their 


Labour and Induſtry. In ſome Pariſnes this 
WEST] | _ _ ariſes 


(or) 
ariſes to a very conſiderable Sum; but late» 
ly the People of Maryland obſerving the 
ehaviour of the Clergy there, thought 
that a Tax of thirty Pounds per Poll was 
ſufficient, and paſt a Law accordingly, which 
Law was diflented to and annulled by their 
Proprietor here: Hence may other Plan- 
tations and People learn the Danger of be- 
ſtowing inconſiderately unreaſonable Re- 
venues on the Church or Clergy. Where 
are any Inſtances to be found of Churchmens 
reſtoring to the People any Revenues or 
Poſſeſſions, tho' ever ſo unjuſtly 1 
or obtained by them? The Exerciſe of a 
little eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, together 
with ſuch heavy Taxes, will drain the 
Province of Maryland of their People, not- 
withſtanding the Numbers of Convicts daily 
fent there; for who will chuſe to ſtay un- 
der a Yoke or Bondage, when they can be 
free by removing only fifty or a hundred 
Miles 'into a Countrey not leſs eligible for 
Soil, Clime and Fruitfulneſs, and for the 
reateſt Bleſſings Mankind can enjoy, pre- 
ferable to any Spot, perhaps, on the whole 
Globe? | 
The Productions of this delightful Coun- 
trey, vis. Penſituania, for Exportation, 
are chiefly Wheat, Flour, Bread, Barrel- 
Beef, Pork, Hams, Bacon, Cheeſe, Butter, 
Soap, Myrtle-Wax-Candles, Starth, Hair- 
Powder, Apples, Cyder, Tannd- Leather, 
£95 N 2 _ , Upper- 
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Upper-Leather dreſt and curried, Tallow- 
Candles, Bees-Wax, Myrtle- Wax, Strong - 
Beer, Linſeed-Oyl, Cordial- Waters, Deer - 
Skins, Beaver, Otter, Fox, Raccoon, Fiſner, 
Minx and other Skins, and ſome Tobacco. 

They likewiſe go upon producing Hemp in 
this Province, by allowing a Bounty onng 
themſelves of three Half-pence per Pound, 
beſide the Bounty allowed by this Kingdom, 
which is not ſufficient to encourage People 
to go upon that Manufacture. The Bounties 
which they have paid and allowed, and the 
Quantities produced between the third of 
May 1726, Sc. are as underneath. 
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I have Reaſon to believe that they have 
paid much more than the above mentioned 
ums; but theſe I can aſſure the Reader 
haye been paid on the Days they are a 
f | cd, 
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ed; which ſhews the ready Complianice-of 
the People of this Province, in their En- 
deavours to produce what is recommends 
ed to them, as the molt profitable for this 
Kingdom. They export alſo Lumber, as 
ſaw'd Boards and Timber for buildin 

Houſes, Cypreſs, Shingles, Pipe Hogſheat 

and Barrel - Staves and Heading, Malts; 
Vards, Spars for any Uſes, and Timber for 
Ship Uſe, of all Sorts ; Drugs as Saſafraſs, 
Snake-Root, Calamus-Aromaticus, and many 
others. They likewiſe build about 2000 
Tons of Shipping yearly, over and above 
what they employ in their own Trade, on- 
ly that ſuch Veſſels are always loaded thence. 
There are ſeveral Iron-Mines in the Coun- 
trey, and ſome are already working, whence 
there is excellent Iron produced. > 
That I may the better be able to ſhew 
the Advantages ariſing from this Province 
to this Kingdom, I will ſuppoſe what is a 
pretty conſtant Practice. A Londoner, or 
any Engliſbman, lays out here in our Ma- 
nufactures to the Value of 500 f. It will pur- 
chaſe there 6666 Buſhels of Wheat; which 
ſent to Liſbon at four Shillings per Buſhel, 
will come to 1333 J. 4s. which is ſure to be 
ſent Home to England at lait, if not im- 
mediately; and is of the ſame Advantage 
for Remittance or Exchange as any ſuch 
Sum produced by Goods or Merchandize 
ſent from hence directly: And I would be 


glad 
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lad toknow what we could ſend hencetoan 
art of Europe to make ſuch Gain. It is 
obvious that Portugal in this Caſe pays the 
whole Sum, and our Seamen and Merchants 
divide it. It is pretty common for the Cap- 
tain, if the Ship be Plantation built, to 
have Orders to {ell the Ship, if he can get 
a certain Price for it, which often happens; 
and in that Caſe generally, the whole Pro- 
duce of Ship and Cargoe is ſent to Eng- 
| land; and if it was not the Property of Eng- 
liſþhmen (1 mean thoſe. who live in England) 
before, it is always ordered to be laid out 
in Goods, all of the Manufacture of this 
Kingdom, or ſuch as are imported here, and 
ſent to Penſilvania. | 2 
In another Branch this Province is alſo 
of ſignal Advantage to us; for all the Mo- 
ney they get by trading with the Dutch, 
French or Spaniards, or any others, which 
are not inconſiderahle Sums, are ſent di- 
realy here. From the Iſland of 8 | 
do not receive leſs than from 4 to 6000 Pit- 
toles a Year. The Goods they ſend there 
are Bread, Flour, barrell'd Pork, Hams, 
Indian Corn, ſtrong Beer, Cyder, Butter, 
Cheeſe, Sc. and ſome live Stock, namely, 
Hogs, Fowls, Sc. except a little Cocoa, 
their Returns from thence are always rea- 
dy Money. They trade to Surinam too, 
but do not receive near the Specie there 
that they do at Cura ſoa, tho' that is a very 
| gainful ._ 
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gainful Trade to them. By their Trade to 
Cape Fran N and Petit. OGuavas on Hiſpa- 
' aaola, and to Martinico, Granado, Guada- 
lupe and Leogan, they pick up ſome Mo- 
ney: For a Sloop will bring ſometimes two 
or three hundred Piſtoles thence, beſide 
her Loading of Moloſſes, Sc. Very often 
they ſell all their Cargoes in Jamaica and 
other Places for Money, and return in Bal- 
laſt with that Money only, which is ſure to 
come to England at laſt. The Reaſon of 
returning empty from Jamaica, is the high. 
Price of Rum and Moloſſes there. It is al- 
lowed that the fineſt Rum is made in Jamaica, 
and therefore is in ſuch Demand to ſend 
Home, that the northern People can ſel: 
dom afford to purchaſe it, eſpecially when 
Fleets are upon failing. In ſhort, all the 
Money they get is ſent to England; and if 
in the Courſe of their Dealing they barter 
for any Goods, Wares or Merchandizes 
which will ſuit an Exgliſb Market, they too 
are ſent here to purchaſe our 'own Manufac- 
tures, 'of which they have not taken leſs for 
many Years paſt than to the Value of 150, O00 J. 
per Annum. 21: FIN 1 
Somewhat more than half of the whole 
Shipping which clear out of this Province 
are owned by People of this Kingdom, and 
many of them are Britiſh built. The Quan- 
tity of Shipping employed by them, I take 
to be about 6,000 Tons, beſide about Hy | 
$5 Ons 
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Tons which they build, and generally load 
thence, many of which never return. 
compute that, as many of their Sloops make 
ſeveral Trips in one Year, they cannot ex- 
port leſs annually than 12,000 Tons of their 
own Commodities. In all which this King- 
dom is principally concerned, not only as 
Owners, but as Adventurers. Some of theſe 
to the 9 of 2000 Tons, come di- 
rectly to this Kingdom and Ireland annu- 
ally; all of theſe bring us Money, and (as 
is before obſerved) beſides their own Pro- 
duce, they frequently ſend us Logwood, 
Sugar, Rice, Pitch, Tarr and Train-Oll; 
in fine, whatever they think we want or 
they can ſpare. F 
They trade to the Provinces of Virginia, 
Maryland, Carolina, and all the Iſlands in 
the MWeſt Indies (except the Spaniſh, how- 
ever their Flour brings many thouſands of 
Pieces of Eight from thence) likewiſe con- 
ſiderably to the Canary Iſles, Madera, and 
the Azores or weſtern Iles; to Spazn and 
Portugal conſtantly, or any other Part of 
Europe where they can have a Proſpect of 
Advantage; as alſo to Neumoundlana, whence 
they frequently order Remittances to this 
Kingdom of Money, the Produce of their 
Fiſh in Spain, Portugal, or any Part of the 
Mediterranean where they ſend it. With 
New England likewiſe they have a conſtant 
Intercourſe of Trade, In fine, as there are 
in 


WD 7 = 
F "1 
in the City of Philadelphia many Merchants 1 
of Ability and good Capacity, they carry || 
their Trade wherever Gain and Advan- 14 
tage is to be made; which hath not been | | 
to their own Profit and Advantage only, | 
but to that of their Mother-Kingdom, inaſ- 1 


much as all the Money they can by any 1 
Means obtain, they conſtantly ſend here, j 
even to the putting themſelves under the 4 
Neceſſity of making and eſtabliſhing a Pa- | 


per Credit or Currency there. A few Years 
-ago I had the Opportunity of computing, | 
in Company with ſome Gentlemen of that 
Province, the Sums of Money annually re- '' 
mitted to England, directly from or medi- 
ately by the Produce of that Province; and 
we then agreed that not leſs than 60,000 J. 
Sterling in Caſh was annually ſo remitted ; 
for: which there were always ordered Goods 
and Manufactures from this Kingdom only. n 
From this Province, by Way of Mary- 4 
land and Virginia, we have at leaſt 10,000 /. 
a Year: Moſt of it comes from Philadel- 
phia thus; The Maſters of Ships in thoſe | 
rovinces are above all others under the | 
1 


Neceſſity of having Money for their Ex- 

pences for which they give their Bills, and 

theſe Bills are frequently negotiated at Phi- | 
oF ladelphia, by which Means the Money is 

drawn thence. This Money by Circulation 

comes into the Hands of Store Keepers and 

Shop-Keepers, who at the Departure of the 
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Ships ſend it over here to Englaed to pur- 
chaſe Goods, which at the Return of the 
Shipping, they find has turned to much 
more Advantage than they could any other 
Way have made. Whatever they ſell their 
Wheat, Flour and Bread for in Portugal 
or Spatn, is generally ſent to London, which 
cannot amount to wo than 25,000 J. ”, nl 
Ann. they remit from Newfoundland by Way 
of Spain, 4000 l. by their Trade to the Caua- 
ries, 4000 J. the remaining Part is ſent direct- 
ly over to Great-Britain; moſt of which Mo- 
ney as I have ſaid before, they take from the 
French and Dutch in the Weſft- Indies: And 
without this Trade to the Dutch and French 
Colonies, they would not be able to make 
Remittances to above half that Sum in Caſh, 
nor capable of making Remittances for the 
half of the Remainder in Goods. The Pri- 
ces of Rum and Sugar and Molofles, which 
they cannot live without, and without which 
they cannot carry on Trade among the Fu- 
dans, nor trade to Newfoundland, would 
be loſt to them by the raiſing of the Prices 
of thoſe Commodities in our Iſlands. 


The Provinces of the Eaſt and Weft New 
Jerſey's, as they lie between Pen/itvania 
and the Province of New Tork, fall next in 
Order to be treated of. As they are at pre- 
ſent under the Government of the ſame 
Perſon with New-Zork ; and as their Pro- 

. ductions 
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duRions are To: much alike, tho* they are 
under different Laws; and have different 


little can be ſaid of the Productions of one, 
which may not be ſaid df all, excepting that 


in New-7ork there is the richeſt Copper- 


Mine diſcovered, which' perhaps was ever 
heard of, and great Quantities of it have 
been brought to this Kingdom: This is a 


thoſe Irons Mines mentioned in Virginia, 
Maryland and Penſilvania; and from thence 
we mdiy be ſupplied with all we want of 
thoſe Commodities, and pay for them with 


our on Manufactures only. Theſe Mines 


may be made in all Reſpects of equal Ad: 
vintage to this Kingdom, if not more; than 
if they had been diſcovered here. We 
need not any longer be drained of our Mo- 
ney for thoſe two valuable Metals, we may 
have all we want for a little Labour only. 
If Mr. Gee was right in his Computation, 
by our taking thefe two Commodities from 
our own Plantations, we may fave above 
300,000 J. in Caſh, which we pay annually 
to Sueden and Denmark. | 

Theſe and all the Settlements we have 
upon the Main, are very capable of produ- 


cing Hemp, Flax and Pot-Aſh, and in ſhort, 


moſt , if not all, the rough Materials we 
want; and Iam perſuaded that if wewould but 
attend to the Improvemetit of our on Set- 

N Oz _ tlements 


Aſſemblies; I ſhall conſider them allasonejfince 


vaſt Treaſure lately diſcovered, as well as 
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tlements upon the main Continent of An. 
rica, we ſhould'in very little Time be ſup- 
plied from thence even with all things we 
ſtand in need of. If ſome of the Meaſures 
were taken which 'Þ have hinted at, for re- 
ſtraining ſome Manufactures which in time 
may interfere with our own, a Foundation 
might be laid, and ſuch an Intercourſe and 
Communication ſettled between us and 
them, that as their whole Dependance 
would be on us, ſo we might be aſſured 
of being conſtantly ſupplied. It is highly 
our own Intereſt, and will be our Happi- 
neſs; we ſhall employ more People, in a 
Way by which they will be moſt conducive 
to our Strength and Protection. 
Whatever I have before ſaid of Penſil. 
vania, with Regard to its Produce and 
Trade, may be ſaid of Neu- Zort and the 
Jerſey's, _ that they do not build ſo 
many Ships. Their Trade to Surinam and 
Curaſoa' is perhaps more valuable. To 
England | believe they ſend fewer Ships, 
yet thoſe richer, as they deal for more 
Skins and Furs with the Indians: Theſe 
Countries ſend us all the Money which 
they get by any of their Trades; they do 
not take leſs from us than Pen ſiluania doth, 
and are in all Reſpects of equal Advantage 
a | $23 981 


The Province of New-York is bounded 
to the Northward by Neu- England; to the 
Fat ward 
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Faſtward by the Atlanic Ocean; to the 


Southward by the Fer/zy's and Penſiluauia; 
and to the Weſtward by the River St. Lau- 
rence. The City of New-7ork hath near as 
many Inhabitants as Philadelphia, and is a 


molt delightful Place. The Gentlemen here 


are exceeded by none in Kindneſs and Ci- 


« vility to Strangers; the 2 one of 
e 


the pleanſateſt in the Univerſe; the Clime 
temperate, the Air ſerene; for except a- 
bout the latter End of Auguſt and Septem- 
ber, they have no driſley, foggy or thick 
Weather; one of their Showers of Rain is 

enerally over in two Hours, then are they 

left with a clear Sky. Here are no Phti- 
ſies or Conſumptions, and ſo very few Phy- 
ſicians and Apothecaries that People live 
to a very great Age. They have very few 


Clergy, and are fignal for their Morals 


and Beneficence. 


Under New- England I ſhall comprehend 
not only Rhode Iſland, but the whole Tract 
of Land and Iſlands which we claim on the 
Continent of America, to the Northward 
and Eaſtward of the Province of Neu- Tork. 
This Province is bounded to the South- 
ward by New-Z7ork; to the Eaſtward by 


the Atlantic Ocean; to the Northward and 


Weſtward by the Streights of Can/e, 


and the Bay and River of St. Lawrence. 


From the Bounds of New-Zork' to the 
| | Streighis 
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Streights of Canſo the Diſtance is a hun- 
dred ſixty five Leagues; and ſo much 
Front hath this Countrey toward the A.- 
lantic Ocean. The Soil and Product are 
not unlike thoſe of Creat- Britain. The 
People within this vaſt Tract of Land are 
numerous, not leſs than 120,000 Britiſh 
Subjects; and it is computed. that by the 
Trade within theſe Bounds only, there are 
not leſs. than ſix hundred Sail of Ships and 
Sloops employed, making at leaſt 38000 
Tons, one half of which trade to Europe; 
and alſo, that by the Fiſheries and in the 
Shipping together, there are not leſs than 
from five to {ix thouſand Men employed. 
The Fiſheries within theſe Bounds have 
produced at a Medium, for ſeveral Years 
paſt, two hundred and thirty Thouſand 
uintals of dried Fiſh, which is ſent to 
pain, Portugal and the Mediterranean, 
and upon an Average, have produced there, 
clear of all Charges, twelve Shillings per 
Quintal, the whole amounting to a hun- 
dred and thirty eight 'Thouſand Pounds 
Sterling, all which Sum may be ſaid to be 
clearly gained out of the Sea; becauſe 
Materials, viz. Salt, Rum, Moloſſes, all 
Proviſions, and all Manner of Utenfils. ex- 
pended and worn in this Trade, are pur» 
chaſed for the Refuſe-Fiſh and the Oyl 
made from ſuch Fiſheries. - Hence may 
be eſtimated the prodigious Advantage of 
our 
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our Fiſheries, when from our 'own Labour 
only, after having paid great and large 
Freights, and by that Means giving an Em- 
— Inepomg to a great Number of Men and 

hipping, here is a real Treaſure of a 
— and third eight thouſand Pounds . 
per Ann. added to the Riches of our King- 
dom; every Penny of this, as well as the 
Freight and Commiſſions which are earned 
by our own People, and which (it is not 
to be doubted) are near one third of the 
whole more, is remitted to Great-Britain; 
the whole Sum not is lefs than a hundred 
and ſeventy two thouſand five hundred 
Pounds. This Trade hath increaſed lately 
above one third Part; and it is thought that - 
this Increaſe hath been in a great Meaſure 
owing to the Trade carried on by the News- 
| England People to the French lands, 
whereby they can obtain Rum and Mo- 
loſſes as cheap or rather cheaper than they- 
uſed to purchaſe them at Barhadves, before 
the Peace of Utrecht; whereas, ſince that 
Time, the Prices of Rum and Moloſſes, in 
our Iſlands, is raiſed to near double the 
Price they then ſold at, or what the French 
ſell for now. The Whale Fiſhery produ- 
ces annually from eleven to thirteen hun- 
dred Tons of Oyl, including what is made 
by New- England Men at Cape Fear in Ca- 

rolina, (where J have ſeen three wat 
| | Bi an 
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land Veſſels at once, on that Account) be- 
ſides, at leaſt forty Tons of Whale- Bone. 
Theſe are not the only Advantages Great- 
Britain reaps from theſe People; they like- 
Wiſe ſend all or moſt of thoſe Commodities 
which are the Produce of their Countrey ; 
namely, Lumber of all Sorts, ſuch-as Pipe, 
Hogſhead and Barrel-Staves, Anchor-Stocks, 
Oak-Plank and Timber, alſo crooked Tim- 
ber, as Knees and Standards, alſo Bread, 
Flour, Wheat, Indian Corn, pickled Her- 
rings, Mackrel and Sturgeon to many Parts 
of Europe, the whole Produce of which 
is conſtantly remitted to England. They 
ſend vaſt Quantities of their Lumber and 
Horſes, alſo Proviſions of all Sorts to our 
Meſt India Iſlands, the Produce of which 
is frequently ordered to be remitted to 
Great Britain. They likewiſe trade to the 
Bay of Honduras for Logwood; and as 
they build Shipping ſo very cheap, they 
can and do afford to ſell their Lumber, in 
the V eſt-· Indies at an exceeding low Price, 
ſo that our Sugar Colonies are - ſupplied 
much ,cheaper than any other are: Not a 
few of their Shipping are loaded there and 
come home to England, and by that Means, 
are as abſolutely profitable to England, and 
indeed more fo than if they had been built 
there; for after this Ship's Freight from Boſton 
(for Example) to Barbadoes, and from Bar- 
I 5 . badoes 
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badboes to England; which England hath as cer- 


tainly received, as if the Ship had gone from 


London to Barbadoes firſt of all; this Boſton 
Ship is purchaſed by a Londoner, at as cheap, 
or cheaper Rate than he could have pur- 
chaſed one, in all Reſpects of equal Good- 
neſs, built in England. It will be allowed 
that henceforth, this OUP is to be looked up- 
on and eſteemed as abſolutely Exgliſbh as any 
other; from hence may be ſeen, that in this 
Caſe, England was at no Manner of Ex- 
- pence in fitting out this Boſſon Ship, yet 


England receives all the Freight and Pro- 


fir on the Voyage from -Bo/fox to Barba- 
does and England, which England pays for 
in Woollen and other of our Manufactures. 
Now if Eng/and, in this Caſe, hath to a 

reater - Value and Quantity of Goods 
abbr Home, for leſs ence of her 
Manufactures, «(which I can demonſtrate is 
the Caſe) than if they were brought in Exg- 


iſ Ships, firſt ſent from England, it is ma- 
nifeſt that the New England Ship was the 


moſt profitable to Exglaud ſo far; nor can 
there be a Caſe pur, where a Ship built in 
the Plantations (in Proportion to her Value 
in England) is not of equal Profit and Ad- 


vantage to this Kingdom, as if built here, 


unleſs we were ſure that any ſuch were em- 
ployed by Foreigners, in Trades wherein 
they rivalled us, * without which they 


could 


a 
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could not poſſibly carry on any ſuch Trade; 
nor in that Caſe, if a Ship fo employed by 
them, were built in England, would the 
'Thing be altered. Is 
But it would be Weaknefs in us, to hin- 
der our own People from ſupplying, even 
a Rival or an Enemy, with ſuch Things as 
he could be ſupplied with, either from his 
own Dominions or any other People, while 
by ſuch ſupplying him.or them, we. made a 
real Gain and Advantage. The Dutch in 
Time of War have fold Powder and Shor, 
and many other warlike Stores, as well as 
Proviſions, to their Enemy. This was cer- 
tainly the Effect of their Conſideration and 
Prudence; they perceived that their Ene- 
mies might be ſupplied from other Nations ; 
nay, they knew thoſe Enemies had and pro- 
duced as many Materials fit for carrying 
on Manufactures as themſelves, and that if 
they did not ſupply them, theſe Enemies 
would ſoon be ſupplied from thoſe Nations, 
or produce them for their own Uſe, and in 
either Caſe the Dutch were ſure to be 
Looſers. Upon ſuch Conſiderations as 
theſe we ought to proceed in all Affairs of 
Trade and Commerce; and I will venture 
to ſay, it is entirely owing to theſe Coun- 
tries, I am now treating of, that, after ha- 
ving built and maintained agreater Number 
and better Ships too, than any other Power 
| upon 
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upon the whole Globe ever did, we are yet 
able to maintain as many as ever, and cheaper, 

perhaps, than we uſed to do, which is more 
than can be ſaid of any other of our Ma- 

nufactures, (as I call this of Ship-Building.) 

Is it not manifeſtly owing to this, that we 

can navigate cheaper than moſt Powers in 

Europe? Can we fay upon any other Ar- 

ticle whatever, that the Charge or Price is not 

enhanced in Proportion to our European 

Neighbours, but in this ſingle Inſtance on- 

ly? Hence, by any conſiderate Perſon, may 

be perceived the vaſt Advantage arifing and 
accruing to this Nation, from theſe Northern 


Colonies. . 
The Inhabitants of New. England, in or- 

der to ſhew their Readineſs in complying 
with whatever ſeems to be for de mutual 
Advantage of them and their Mather King- 
dom, have given a Bounty of one Penny 
per Pound upon all Hemp and Flax pro- 
duced there. This Colony produces, tho” 
not in ſo great a Degree, the fame Commo- 
dities with Penſiluania and Ne. Tork. 
Here are ſeveral Manufactures begun, as E 
have mentioned before, and they have long 
been famous for making the beſt Falling- 
Axes in the World. From hence too we 
have the largeſt Maſts in the World for our 
Royal Navy. All the Gold and Silver (with 
whatever is of Value there, after their own 

| F i Neceſ- 
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of the fame Opinion. I am well aſſured 
the Subject he treated of, as well as 


with Trade and Commerce. In Page 8 
the 
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Neceſſities are ſupplied) is ſent to England, 
and there centers; for which they never 
draw from us one Penny in Caſh or Bullion, 
but receive an exchange of our own Manu- 
factures; namely, Woollen, Iron-Work, 
Lead-Shot and Lead, with all Manner 
of wearing Apparel, Houſhould-Goods, 
Ge. in ſhort, whatever is the Manufacture 
of this Kingdom, will fell ro Advantage 
there, belide Eaſl- India Goods and fo- 
reign Linnens, which we ſend them from 
hence. 7 

As I have always been of Opinion that 
theſe Northern Colonies and Fiſheries, 
are of the greateſt Conſequence and Ad- 
vantage to this Kingdom, ſo I am well 
pleaſed to find that fo far I have had the 
Concurrence of ſeveral Perſons who ſeem 
to have underitood the Trade and Intereſt 
of this Kingdom, the beſt of any Men whar- 
ever. The Author of a Book entitled, 4 
Diſtew of Trade, Coin and Paper Credit, 
and of Ways and Means to gain and retam 
Riches, printed in London 1697, is entirely 


by the Style, that this Treatiſe was wrote by 
a Merchant, and one who underitood 


any Man ever did; it is worth the per- 
uſal of any one, who would be acquainted 
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the Author ſays, No Trades can be more 
&« ſecure, to be for the Intereſt of this Na- 
« tion, than what are carried on' by the 
« Exportation of our Products and Manu- 
« fackuries, or by ſuch Goods as come here 
«© from our Plantations, becauſe of the Ad- 
vantage we have by the OPEN, in 
« the Conſumption of our Product and 
« Employment of the Poor ; but no Trade 
« is more likely to increaſe Seamen than 
« our Fiſhing « Trade is, becaufe great 
Numbers (as well as ſome Landmen, 
c which thereby become Seamen) are im- 
« ployed in the taking and making, as well 
de as in carrying it to foreign Markets; 
« and no Trade can produce more clear 
% Profit to the Nation, becauſe the whole 
« Value ariſeth from the Labours of our 
„ People, excepting the Salt. Trades that 
« have fo good a Foundation ſhould be 
cc promoted, becauſe it is not fo difficult to 

« judge what Trades are Fos, by the Ex- 
4 portation, as what are bad by Importation.“ 
And a little farther he ſays, © Trades carri- 
« ed on by the Exportation of Money are 
« dangerous, and ought only to be approv- 
«© ed of for the purchaſing of Goods in 
foreign Parts to be carried to foreign Mar- 
« kets, from whence there may be a Proba- 
« bility that the Returns wilt bring in more 
Money than was carried out,” Mr. Mun 
| | too 
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too, in his "Treatiſe called England's Trea- 
fare by foreign Trade, &c. Page 22. ſays, 
« We ought to eſteem and cheriſh thoſe. 
« Trades which we have in remote Coun- 
« tries; for beſide the Increaſe of Ship- 
« ping and. Mariners thereby, the Wares. 
4 2 thither and received from thence 
cc are far more profitable to the Kingdom, 
« than by our Trades near at Hand ”; and 
he there gives ſeveral undeniable Inftances, 
to which 1 refer the Reader. F 
[ perſuade myſelf that no one will want 
to be convinced that the Trade we have to 
New: England,&c. hath all the Marks of an ad- 
vantageous and profitable Trade, and there- 
fore I ſhall preſume to give my Opinion as 
to ſome Profits and Advantages hitherto not- 
mentioned. They take from us annually of. 
our Manufactures, and Linnens imported 
here, alſo India Goods, and whatever elſe. 
we ſend them, to the Value of 400,000 J. 
yearly, which they remit to us in the man- 
ner | have. before mentioned, and which 
in all Reſpects are of as great Benefit to 
this Kingdom as any other Trade whatever, 
in Proportion to the Sums dealt for, ex- 
cepting that the Shipping employed in the 
Commerce between us is not ſo conſtantly 
fitted in Englaud. Upon the whole lam 
perſuaded that we gain annually by all 
theſe Provinces of Rhode-Tſland, the Maf 
fachuſets- 
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 facbuſets. Bay, New Hampſhire, Nova Fro- 
tia, or Canſo, a prodigious Sum ; nor will 
it be much doubted by any one, of what 
Conſequence any Place is, which takes 
from us Goods to ſo great a Value, and 
not one Penny of our Coin or Bullion. 


Near adjoining to Can/o, or Nova Scotia, 
is Gaſpa Iſle, alias Cape- Breton, where the 
French have a conſiderable Settlement and 
Fiſhery. I am well informed that they 
make about 200 thouſand Quintals of Fiſh, 
which they catch upon the Eugliſh Banks 


near Can/o, by the Connivance of our 
People. 


Newfoundland is but very thinly inhabi» 
ted by us, but it is of prodigious Advan- 
tage to us. It is computed that we make 
one Year with another about 200 thouſand 
Quintals of Fiſh there; which, as I ſaid be- 
fore, will ſell for 120 thouſand. Pounds, 
clear of all Charges, only at twelve Shil- 
lings per Quintal; all which may be rea- 
ſonably reckoned clear Gain to this King- 
dom; for as I obſerved before, the Oil 
would pay for Salt, Sc. And all this Sum | 
is actually got by our Labour, and is of 
more Service to the Kingdom, by breed- 
ing of uſeful Seamen (the natural Strength 
of this Kingdom) than if ſo much were » 
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be dug out of the Mine by a thouſandth 
Part of the Trouble or Labour; and that 
Kingdom or Nation which hath the Means 


and keeps their People exerciſed and im- 


ployed, can never fail of being powe rful 
4% rich; whereas we ſee Nations and 


a 
Kingdoms poſſeſt of vaſt natural Wealth 


and Swarms of People, whoſe Power is de- 
Tpiſed. From Newfoundland we have great 
— of Skins and Furs, namely, Seal, 
Deer, Fox, Otter, Minx and Bear- Skins, 
likewiſe ſome Beaver, Sc. 1 | 


I ſhall not take upon me to make any 
Eſtimate of the Advantages ariſing to this 
Kingdom from Hudſon's Bay and Davis's- 
Streights , being entirely -unacquainted 
there; yet thus much I have learned, that 
the Trade there is extremely beneficial to 
all Perſons concerned, even far beyond any 
other, in Proportion to the Sums dealt for. 


Bermudas, though a ſmall Iſland, or ra- 
ther a great many ſmall Iſlands, lies in the 
Latitude of 32% zom North; Longitude 
from London 64* Welt; and about two 
hundred Leagues diſtant from the Conti- 
nent of America. In Queen Ann's War 


there was upwards of a hundred Sail of 
Brigantines and Sloops belonging to this 


Hand ; but at preſent I am aſſured that 
there is not above half that Number. Kc .; 
and, 


85 I 
Iſland, which, was formerly one of the moſt 
ruitful, is now near worn out: And ſuch 
is and will be the Fate of all ſmall Iſlands, 
where People increaſe ſo faſt, and ſo con- 
ſtantly keep their Land tilled. Such in 
part 1s the Caſe of the Iſland of Barbadves 
already, yet the Planters there are not wil- 
ling to remove to Places where twice the 
Quantity of Sugars may be made by the 
ſame Labour as there. The People of Ber- 
mudas too are not eaſily to be perſuaded 
to remove to a better Countrey, where the 
ſame Degree of Induſtry and Frugality, 
which theſe People are remarkable for, 
would ſoon enrich them. Theſe People 
are extremely civil and kind to Strangers; 
and when they have a good Governor, as it is 
univerſally allowed they had of Governor 
Bennet, no People are more N They 
have very few Prieſts, as few Phyſicians, 
and fewer Lawyers. All the Neceſſaries 
which they want, ſuch as Apparel and 
Houſhold Goods, they are furniſhed with 
from hence; for which they ſend us Money, 
and fine Plait for making Womens Hats, 
Sc. together with whatever they can ſpare, 
of any Commodities which bear a Price 
here. The Bermudians in general are ex- 
cellent Hands on board of Sloops, and the 
beſt Fiſhermen that I ever knew. They 
navigate their Veſſels at leſs Expence than 
any other People, and conſequently can get 
by ſmaller Freights. 
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yearly, the Sum of che 
Seefling , excluſive of what we get b 
ny Trades for ' Negroes ot dry Goods — 
the Spaniards; and that in and by 
Colonies only, we maintain and emph 
leaſt eighteen” thouſand Seamen anc 
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